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Abstract

This study delves into a semiotic analysis of the Iraqi
political cartoons on corona virus created by the cartoonist
Bassam Faraj in the Iragi newspaper '‘Almada’. It aims at
finding out how the political cartoons in the said newspaper
depict the Iraqgi government's and the Iraqi people's roles in
the time of the corona pandemic. The significance of this
study is to shed light on the role of the political cartoons in
highlighting some important political and social issues
related to the Iragi government's role and the Iraqi people's
role during the pandemic in Irag. For this study, (11) political
cartoons have been collected on the basis that they reflect the
Iragi government's and the Iragi people's roles in the
pandemic, and only nine samples are analyzed according to
Barthes' approach of semiotics. Moreover, to discover the
themes embedded in the cartoons selected, a qualitative
approach has been used. Furthermore, for the sake of
analysis, these cartoons are classified into three categories on
the basis of representing the Iragi government's and the Iraqi
people's roles separately or together. This study concludes
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that the Iraqi government's role is depicted as negative for it
has not controlled the pandemic for many reasons like
leaving the Irag entry points with Iran open due to
submission to it, neglecting the corona pandemic and chasing
after power, neglecting promoting the health care sector and
the lack of credibility concerning saving the lraqis' lives
through imposing the precautionary measures due to
corruption and the interest in maintaining power. The Iraqi
peoples' role during the pandemic is depicted as positive and
negative. The positive aspect focuses on public awareness of
the safety procedures and synergy whereas the negative
aspect concentrates on some social issues in the time of the
pandemic like the lack of awareness among some lraqi
citizens about corona precautions and assaults on health staff.
In addition, the political cartoons selected include a sort of
bias against the Islamic officials.

Key words: semiotics, political cartoons, corona virus,
pandemic, Iraqi government, Iragi people

1. Introduction

This study is concerned with a semiotic analysis of the
Iraqi political cartoons on corona virus in the lraqi
newspaper, Almada. Corona virus disease is "an infectious
disease caused by a newly discovered corona virus" (World
Health Organization [WHQ], n.d.). The corona pandemic
has affected people's life in many aspects like economy,
security and education. Given the importance of the impact
of this global pandemic, newspapers in semiotic sections
have produced and made semiotics on it ( Abudonrin &
Oloye, 2020, as cited in Sattar, Yasin, Saglain & Arslan,
2020). This disastrous pandemic is addressed and represented
in political cartoons in some Iraqi newspapers. The present
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study aims at finding out how the Iraqi government's and the
Iragi people's roles in the covid-19 pandemic are depicted in
the Iraqi political cartoons in Almada newspaper. The
significance of this study is to shed light on the role of the
political cartoons in highlighting some key political and
social issues related to the corona pandemic in the lIraqi
society. This study attempts to answer the following
questions:
1-How do the political cartoons on corona virus in Almada
newspaper depict the Iraqi government's role in the time of
the corona pandemic?
2-How do the political cartoons on corona virus in the
aforementioned newspaper depict the lragi people's role
during the covid-19 pandemic?

Since the present study deals with semiotics, the Iraqi
political cartoons on covid-19 selected for this study are
analyzed according to Barthes' approach of semiotics.

2.Literature Review

In this part of the study, previous related studies
concerning the semiotic analysis of the lragi political
cartoons are presented. Alghezzy (2017) has conducted a
semiotic study on the image of the Iraqgi politics in the Iraqi
political cartoons. She aimed at discovering how the political
cartoons reflect some main political events that touch the life
of the Iragi people. She has concluded that the cartoonists
were successful in manipulating and determining the public
feelings towards some important political matters like power
abuse, government carelessness, procrastination and inaction
in addition to corruption of all kinds. In addition, Rasheed
and Alghezzy (2018) have tackled the Iragi politicians
corruption in the Iragi political cartoons through criticizing,
visualizing and exposing it from a cognitive semiotic
perspective. The findings of this study showed that bridging
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the gap between the visual signs in the political cartoons and
the viewers' mind can make the viewers hold the hidden
symbolic messages of the cartoons in a better way.

Yaseen (2019) has handled body language attributes in
the Iraqi political cartoons on the Iragi politicians' election
campaign in 2018. She aimed at finding out the meaning of
body language attributes like postures, gestures, clothing and
facial expressions in the lragi political cartoons. She has
arrived at the findings that each one of the previously
mentioned attributes of body language has a different
meaning. Postures were different from others in that the same
posture in the political cartoons might have opposite
meanings. Furthermore, Hashim (2021) has investigated a
press image employed by news agencies. He chose one
news-integrated image of an lIragi young demonstrator
carrying the Iraqi flag in Al-Tahrir square in Baghdad during
the Iraq protests in 2019. Based on a semiotic analysis, he
has concluded that this photo contributed to attracting the
attention of international public opinion to the suffering of
the lragi people under a corrupt political system which fails
to improve services and provide job opportunities to the Iraqi
people.

As discussed above, the previous studies handle
different issues addressed in the Iraqi political cartoons and
images but they have not tackled the Iraqi political cartoons
on corona virus from a semiotic perspective, which is the
focus of the present study.

3. Theoretical Framework
3.1. Semiotics and Political Cartoons

Semiotics is defined as a field that studies "the life of
signs within society" ( Saussure, 1916, as cited in Sattar et
al. , 2020). According to Chandler (2011, as cited in
Imperial, 2020), a sign is perceived as whatever thing that
can be interpreted as representing something beyond itself.
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Semiotics was developed as an interdisciplinary field of
study by the linguist Ferdinand De Suasuure and the
philosopher Charles Sanders Pierce. Sebeok (2001) states
that Saussure emphasized the concept of the two-sided sign
which makes up of the signifier and the signified. The
signifier is a form that refers to something, and the signified
IS a concept or image. The relationship between the two is
arbitrary. Pierce (as cited in Imperial, 2020) in his theory of
semiotics,  explained that a sign consists of three
components: sign, object and interpretant. The relationship
between the three components is triadic. The most important
point in this relationship is the focus on the importance of
interpretation to signification. Semiotics can be applied to
political cartoons, images, movies...etc. . Political cartoons
are defined as "a powerful communication tool that combines
artistic skills like sarcasm, irony, humor, and wit to raise
questions against authority and draw public attention towards
political happenings and social ills" ( Jose, 2019, p. vi).
Similarly, Templin (1999, as cited in Aazam, Baig, Azam &
Azam, 2020) emphasizes the importance of humor and satire
as tools employed by cartoonists in political cartoons and
images to achieve explicit purposes through distortion and
misrepresentation of reality. Lang et al. ( as cited in Imperial,
2020) states that cartoon is a powerful tool of communication
that can impinge on the public opinion and praise or criticize
politicians. Furthermore, political cartoons are considered a
medium of conveying ideologies. El Refaie (2009, as cited in
Aazam et al. , 2020) explains that political cartoons plays an
important role in swaying public opinion on politicians in
addition to depicting and conveying certain ideologies
silently.

To produce and analyze political cartoons, different
techniques are used. They are as follows:
1- Metaphor
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It is an internal cognitive technique which is used to
express opinions about the world (Popa, 2013, as cited in
Rasheed & Algezzy, 2020). Lackoff and Johnson (1980, as
cited in Rasheed & Algezzy, 2020) add that metaphor has an
important role not only in using words, but also in images.

2- Symbolism

To attract public attention to different issues and events,
symbolism is used as a technique in which signs and objects
are used to represent something beyond themselves ( Fetsko,
2001,as cited in Imperial, 2020).
3- Exaggeration

To create effects on the viewers, cartoonists use the
technique of exaggeration in which size, emotions in addition
to shapes of objects and persons are exaggerated (Burack, as
cited in Imperial, 2020).

4- Analogy

This technique is used in cartoons to evoke thought and
emotion. In this technique, unlike things like complex issues
or situations are compared to familiar ones to help viewers
see them in a different light (Burack, 1994, as cited in
Werner, 2004).

4- lrony

Muecke (1969, as cited in Al-Hindawi & Abdulazeez,
2015) states that irony is of two basic types: verbal irony and
situational irony. Verbal irony is a linguistic phenomenon in
which what is on the surface differs from what is implied by
a speaker (Abrams ,1999, as cited in Al-Hindawi &
Abdulazeez, 2015). According to Shelly (2001, p.776),
situational irony is perceived by people as defying "the
normal way in which situations fit with their repertoire of
concepts, that this misfit is noteworthy in some way, that it
evokes a particular kind of emotional response, and, perhaps,
that it has a special, moral significance" (as cited in Al-
Hindawi & Abdulazeez, 2015).
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5- Captioning

To complement other parts of the cartoon in conveying
a certain meaning, famous phrases, song lyrics, slogans...etc.
are used as captions ( Fetsko, 2001, as cited in Imperial,
2020).
6- Juxtaposition

This technique involves that two or more objects are
placed together for the purpose of comparison to reveal the
contrast between them (Young, 2001).
3.2. Barthes' Approach of Semiotics

Roland Barthes is one of the pioneers of semiotics. He
studied the sign according to Saussure's view of the signifier
and the signified. He (1978, as cited in Akande, 2002 )
explains that a sign is a form of denotation and connotation
which is a culturally determined meaning. In 1972, Barthes
(as cited in Akande, 2002) investigated the attitudes and the
values implied in the messages conveyed to the public in
France via sports events, advertisements ...etc. These
messages are called myths. Myth can be defined as a
message which is ideological and cultural. Pignell (2002, as
cited in Imperial, 2020, p. 85) states that "we shall see myth
IS not an innocent language, but one that picks up existing
signs and their connotations, and orders them purposefully to
play a particular social role". According to Bouzida ( 2014,
p.1003), Barthes believes that " a myth represents second
order-meaning of the signified while connotation is the
second- order of meaning of the signifier". Al-Momani ,
Badarneh and Migdadi (2017 ) mention that according to
Barthes (1977), system of signification is divided into three
parts: the linguistic message, the non-coded iconic message
(denoted message) and the coded iconic message (connoted
message). They are as follows:
The linguistic message
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This type of message is found at two levels :
denotation and connotation. Captions, film dialogues , titles
...etc. are examples of the linguistic messages which are used
for illustration in images ( Barthes, 1977, as cited in Al-
Momani et al. , 2017).When occurring in images, the
linguistic message has two functions: anchorage and relay.
Concerning the anchorage function, the linguistic message
helps to control our thoughts and limit the interpretations of
the image. It directs the viewers to one interpretation. In the
relay function, there is a complementary relationship in
which meaning is added by texts and the intended meaning is
conveyed by the linguistic message together with the image
(Barthes, 1977, as cited in Al-Momani et at. , 2017).

The non - coded iconic message

It is a message that represents things , objects...etc.
literally. It is independent of interpretations which are
determined by ideology and culture (Bouzida, 2014).

The coded iconic message

The iconic message is one in which connotations and
interpretations are drawn from the linguistic message and the
denoted things or objects in the image (Al-Momani et al. ,
2017). Barthes perceives connotation as " a reproduction of
the message whether linguistic or visual, also it is a product
of mental abilities responsible on reading between the lines"
( Bouzida, 2014, p. 1005).

4. Methodology
4.1. Approach of the Study

This study is qualitative for the main concern is to make a
semiotic analysis to interpret the political cartoons on corona
virus in Almada newspaper to reveal how the Iraqi
government's and the Iraqgi people's roles in the time of the
pandemic are depicted.
4.2. Data Collection
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To collect the data, the researcher is required to browse
Almada newspaper website (https://almadapaper.net/) to
collect the political cartoons on corona virus created by the
cartoonist Bassam Faraj in the period from February 25th,
2020 to January 1st, 2021. In this period, many political and
social issues related to the corona pandemic in lraq are
addressed in the political cartoons selected. For this study,
(11) political cartoons related to covid-19 are collected, and
they are classified into three categories on the basis of
representing the lragi government's and the Iragi people's
roles separately or together during the corona pandemic. The
first category handles the negative aspect of the lIraqi
government's role only, and the second category tackles the
negative aspect of the lIragi government's role and the
positive aspect of the Iragi people's role. The third category
focuses on the negative aspect of the Iragi people's role only.
Further, the contextual background is also presented
alongside every cartoon.

4.3. Data Selection Criteria

The criteria of selecting the data are as follows:

1 -Almada newspaper has been chosen for it includes
political cartoons on corona virus that seem to have a good
deal of coverage on different political and social issues
related to the Iraqi government's and the Iragi people's roles
in the corona pandemic.

2 -The political cartoons related to covid-19 which have been
chosen for this study include the most important political and
social issues related to the Iragi government's and the Iraqi
people's roles in the pandemic. In addition, the previously
mentioned cartoons seem to have not been tackled from a
semiotic perspective.

4.4. Data Analysis

The Iragi government consists of different political
parties of different orientations. These parties are represented
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in the government and the parliament from 2003 till now
(Alhashimi, 2020). Hence, in the analysis of data, a reference
to the government's role in any aspect related to the corona
pandemic means a reference to the role of the governmental
official belonging to any party in that aspect. In this study,
(11) political cartoons are collected according to reflecting
the Iraqi government's and the Iraqi people's roles in the
covid-19 pandemic. Only nine samples are analyzed and for
other political cartoons, (see the Appendix). The political
cartoons on corona virus are classified into three categories
for the sake of analysis. They are as follows:

1-Political cartoons on corona virus depicting the Iraqgi
government's role only in the corona pandemic.

The Iragi government's role in the data selected
involves criticizing its performance and practices in the time
of the pandemic. This category of cartoons handles the
negative aspect of the Iragi government's role, criticizing its
failure to control the corona pandemic due to the following:
a. Leaving the Irag entry points with Iran open due to
submission to it.

b. Struggle for power and negligence of the corona
pandemic.

c. Negligence of promoting the health care sector, especially
in the corona pandemic due to corruption.

d. The lack of credibility concerning saving the Iraqgis' lives
through imposing precautionary measures, and the main
reasons behind this are maintaining power and corruption.
2-Political cartoons depicting the Iragi government's and the
Iragi people's roles together in the corona pandemic.

The cartoons that handle the Iragi government's and the
Iragi people's roles together in the corona pandemic are
analyzed under this category. This involves criticizing the
Iragi government's role and praising the Iragi people's role in
the following aspects:
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a. The government corruption and negligence of the
pandemic, and the people's awareness and synergy in the
corona pandemic.

b. The government failure to promote the medical services
for the Iraqgi people due to corruption, and public awareness
of the safety measures in the covid-19 pandemic.

3- Political cartoons depicting the Iragi people's role only in
the corona pandemic.

The cartoons analyzed under this category concentrate
on the negative aspect of the Iragi people's role in the corona
pandemic. They focus on the lack of awareness by some Iraqi
citizens in the following aspects:

a. Negligence of corona precautions.
b. Attack against health personnel.

The data selected are analyzed according to Bathes'
approach of semiotics, in addition, all the linguistic messages
occurring in the aforementioned cartoons are translated by
the researcher and transliterated according to Al-Saidi (2016,
p. XVviii).

4.5. Results and Discussions

In this study, the data representing the Iraqi
government's and the Iraqgi people's roles in the covid- 19
pandemic are categorized into three groups, as discussed
below.
1-Political cartoons depicting the lIraqi government's role
only in the pandemic
The Iragi government's role is criticized in many aspects as
shown below.

a. Submission to Iran as a reason behind not closing the land
and air entry points with this country to prevent corona virus
infection transmission.
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When the corona pandemic first appeared in some
neighboring countries like Iran, the Iraqi government did not
take preventive measures concerning sealing off the Iraq
borders and stopping flights with it to prevent corona
infection transmission and save Iraqis' lives. The common
interests, especially the economical ones, between the
Islamic officials in the Iragi government and Iran were
behind this (Alubaidi, 2020). In the data selected, this idea is
conveyed in only one cartoon, forming 9 % out of the total
(11). Consider the following cartoon:

Figure 1: (Faraj 2020)
The linguistic message
This cartoon involves only one label which is (kwrwna
’1rani) 'lranian corona'.
The denoted message

There are many visual captions in this cartoon:
red lines on the right and the left sides of the cartoon, a
red prayer rug, a big corona virus ball rolling on a red
carpet from aboard (lran) into the Iraqi borders and a
man who seems like he is performing salah for the big
corona virus ball. This man is depicted as having a ring
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in the left hand and a prayer bump on his forehead,
wearing a black ankle-length garment and holding big
beads by his hand. He also looks into the big corona
virus ball with admiration.
The connoted message

This cartoon reflects the failure of the officials in
the Iragi government to relieve the effects of the
corona pandemic. The red lines in this cartoon
represent the land and air entry points of Iraq. The
exaggerated size of the corona virus ball stands for the
outbreak of corona virus. Rolling on the red -carpet
from Iran into the lIraq entry points refers to the danger
of the pandemic coming from lIran to Irag due to not
preventing travel through the land and air entry points
with it. This is supported by the label consisting of the
lexical terms (kwrwna ’irani) ‘lranian corona’ which
describes the source of corona virus infection
transmission. In this cartoon, the cartoonist makes
analogy when he portrays the big corona virus ball
rolling on the red carpet as if it were a high official
coming to Irag from another country on an official visit
for which an official ceremony is held. This implies
that the Iragi officials received the corona pandemic
from Iran with open arms and ignoring protecting the
Iragis' lives. The man's physical appearance involving
having a prayer mark on the forehead and holding big
beads in the hand in addition to wearing a black ankle-
length garment and a ring in the left hand represents
the Islamic officials in the Iragi government. The
exaggerated size of beads implies that the Islamic
officials pretend that they are genuine Islamists and
they stick to Islam traditions. The man performing
salah to the big Iranian corona virus ball, and his facial
expression involving looking into it with admiration
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indicates that the Islamic officials submission to Iran is
the reason behind not closing the entry points with it,
and this has caused corona infection transmission to
Irag.

b. Struggle for power and negligence of the corona
pandemic.

After the resignation of the government due to
2019 large protests in lrag, the lraqi political reality
witnessed a struggle for power among the different
political forces. These forces disputed with each other
on their electoral right, holding positions and achieving
economical advantages. This left lIrag facing many
crises (Cunningham & Salih, 2019). The dispute
among the Iraqgi political forces on the formation of the
government continued till the corona pandemic hit
Irag, and this meaning is highlighted by the cartoon
below. In the data selected, only two cartoons occur to
convey this meaning, making up 18% out of the total
(11). See the following cartoon:

o Uiy ss Llad s plic )l e

Figure 2: (Faraj, 2020).

57



University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

The linguistic message

The cartoon above involves only two linguistic
messages which are the title (’rtifa® ‘adad dahaya kwrwna)
‘high numbers of corona virus victims' and the linguistic
caption in the bubble (*asultah*) ' power’,
The denoted message

This cartoon denotes a cemetery of corona victims and
a man with an open mouth who jumps over the graves of the
victims. This man has a beard and a prayer mark on his
forehead in addition to beads in his hand. He is also wearing
a formal suit, and he points to something abstract which is
‘power" as the linguistic caption explains.
The connoted message

In this cartoon, the symbolic message can be drawn
from the analysis of the linguistic and the denoted message.
This cartoon conveys the idea of the ruling political forces
failure to prevent the spread of corona virus due to struggle
for power and negligence of the corona pandemic. The man
who has a beard and beads in his hand and who is wearing
the formal suit refers to the Islamic political forces. The
graves in the cartoon represent corona virus victims, and the
title (’rtifa® ‘adad dahaya kwrwna) 'high numbers of corona
virus victims' supports this meaning. The man who points to
(’asultah™) ‘power' as it appears from the linguistic caption in
the bubble and who jumps over the graves of the victims
while his mouth is open represents that the Islamic political
forces chase after power and attempt to hold positions in the
government and ignore the pandemic. This cartoon criticizes
the Islamic political forces for conflicting for their interests
and disregarding taking measures to save the lraqis' lives
from the corona pandemic.
C. Negligence of promoting the health care sector,
especially in the corona pandemic due to corruption.
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The Iraqi health care sector witnessed a horrible decline
for many reasons like the Iranian war, the American war on
Irag, the economical siege imposed on Iraq in the past, the
American occupation of Iraq in 2003, the political instability
and the administrative and financial corruption. As a result,
this sector has suffered and continues to do so from problems
that have led to a near collapse at all levels (Alanbori, 2020).
In the data under study, only two cartoons conveying this
meaning occur, forming 18% out of the total (11). Consider
the following cartoon which focuses on this matter and
conveys the suffering of the lIragi people from the lack of
health care, especially in the circumstances of the pandemic,
and criticizing the government failure to develop hospitals:
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Figure 3: (Faraj,2020).

The linguistic message

Three linguistic messages are identified: the
linguistic title of the cartoon which reads as follows:
(kwrwna) ‘corona’; the linguistic caption in the bubble
which is a rhetorical question (madri lash almas’wl
yt‘alaj bmustashfayat  alkharij wld  alkhaybah*
yit“alajni  bmustashfayatna) ‘why does the official get
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treated in  hospitals aboard whereas our people get
treated in our hospitals?'; the headline in the newspaper
which is an ironic expression which reads as follows:
(arri'ayah* assihiyah* fi khidmat almuwatn) ' health
care is at the service of citizens'.
The denoted message

Visually, this cartoon involves a man who is
wearing a sidara (lraqi traditional hat) and an ankle-
length garment, and he holds a newspaper in his hand ,
in addition, there is a woman wearing a cloak and a
dress, and she is holding a cup of tea in her hand. Both
of them are wearing masks and sitting on a carpet.
They are also talking to each other. This cartoon also
denotes a tray which contains a teapot, a sugar
container and a cup of tea.
The connoted message

The cartoon above reflects the Iraqgi officials'
role in the corona pandemic through their failure to
promote the health care sector. The man who is
wearing the lragi clothing like sidara (lraqi traditional
hat) and an ankle-length garment and the woman who
IS wearing a dress and a cloak represent the Iraqi
family. The woman holding the cup of tea, the man
holding the newspaper in the hand, sitting on the
carpet, talking to one another and the tray including the
teapot, the sugar container and the cup of tea stands
for the Iragi family get-togethers in which worries
about corona are expressed. This is supported by the
linguistic messages in this cartoon like the title
(kwrwna) ‘'corona’ and the headline in the newspaper
which reads as follows: (arri'‘ayah* assihiyah* fi
khidmat almuwatn) ‘health care is at the service of
citizens' which is an ironic expression criticizing the
reality of health care in Irag, especially in the

60



University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

pandemic. The rhetorical question in the bubble (madri
lash almas’wl yt‘alaj bmustashfayat alkharij wld
alkhaybah* vyit'“alajni  bmustashfayatna) ‘why does the
official get treated in hospitals aboard whereas our
people get treated in our hospitals?' contributes much
to the symbolic message of the lack of the medical
services and ignoring developing the Iragi hospitals.
Faysal (2013) mentions that Arab linguists list many
functions of the rhetorical question in Arabic, one of
them is rebuke. The rhetorical question that the man
asks in the bubble rebukes the lIraqi officials for their
failure to promote the medical services for the Iraqi
people. Also, in this cartoon, the man and the woman
wearing masks implies that this is only way to save the
Iragis' lives from the corona pandemic. This cartoon
highlights the Iragi officials corruption which has led
to the suffering of the Iragi people from the
deterioration of the medical services in Iraqg.
d. The lack of credibility concerning saving the Iraqis' lives
through imposing precautionary measures, and the main
reasons behind this are maintaining power and corruption.
1- Maintaining power

The year 2019 witnessed protests against the political
system in lIraq. These protests broke out as a result of
corruption, apportionment and persecution, and the protesters
shouted slogans of regaining the Iragi people usurped rights,
punishing the corrupt politicians and ending the quota
system in running the country (Al-Rubaie, 2020). After the
increase in numbers of corona cases in Irag, the government
imposed the safety procedures (World Health Organization
[WHO], 2020). The Iraqgi officials saw the corona pandemic
as an opportunity to end the protests. This idea is conveyed
in only two cartoons in the data selected, forming 18% out of
the total (11). The following is a good example:

61



University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

\
Figure 4. (Faraj, 2020).
The linguistic message

There are three linguistic messages in this cartoon: the
title which reads as follows: (kumamat syasyah*) 'political
masks', an incomplete slogan on the poster which is (nutalib)
'‘we demand' and a proverb in the bubble which is
(’lwigayah* khayrun minal ‘ilaj) 'prevention is better than
cure'.
The denoted message

Visual captions in this cartoon include two men who
are talking and looking each other in the eye and standing on
a high place. They are wearing formal suits, and they have
prayer marks on their foreheads. One of them has a beard and
the other has not, and he is holding beads in his hand. In
addition, there is a man wearing sidara (Iraqi traditional hat ).
He lifts a poster and looks upset, and his head reaches the
place where the two men are standing. One of these two men
closes this man's mouth with a mask.
The connoted message

The symbolic message of this cartoon highlights the
government lack of credibility concerning imposing the
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preventive measures, and the reason behind this is to
maintain power. The title of this cartoon which reads as
follows: (kumamat syasyah*) 'political masks' indicates that
the purpose of imposing the precautionary measures is
political. Visually, the two men talking and looking each
other in the eye indicates that their purpose is the same. Their
physical appearance like wearing formal suits, having a
beard, having a prayer mark , holding big beads in the hand
represents the Islamic officials. The man without a beard and
whose physical appearance indicates he is an Islamist refers
to the Islamic officials of different orientations. The high
place they are standing on represents the Islamic officials
disconnection and separation from the Iraqi people and
negligence of their needs. Connotatively, the man wearing
sidara (lraqi traditional hat) and lifting a poster with an
incomplete slogan (nutalib) ‘we demand' and whose build is
exaggerated represents  public outrage and the Iraqi
protesters who rose up against the political system in 2019.
The incomplete slogan indicates that the demands they put in
their protests have not been achieved, and this is supported
by the man's facial expression which tells that he is upset.
The man's head reaching the place where the two men are
standing symbolizes that the 2019 protests threatened the
Islamic parties to a great extent and jeopardized their
interests. In addition, the visual caption of the man closing
the protester's mouth with a mask and the linguistic message
which is the proverb in the bubble (’lwigayah* khayrun
minal ‘ilaj) 'prevention is better than cure' indicate that the
Islamic officials deceive people when imposing the safety
procedures and the real intention behind this is to end the
protests and gag people's mouths and not to save the Iragis'
lives from the corona pandemic as they claim.

2- Corruption
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Salem (2020) mentions that the Iraqgi government failed
to control the corona pandemic for it did not take measures
concerning the Iraqis return from aboard, in addition, health
officials did not manage the Irag's entry points. In the data
selected, only one cartoon conveying this idea occurs,
forming 9% out of the total (11). See the following cartoon:
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Figure 5: (Faraj, 2020).
The linguistic message

There two linguistic messages in this cartoon: the label
on the door (’l‘iraq) 'lraq' and the Iraqi folk proverb in the
bubble which is (’Ibab illi tijtk minha rih sidha wistrih) 'if it
can cause trouble, get rid of it altogether'. This proverb
means that it is better for one to avoid anything that causes
problems.
The denoted message

This cartoon denotes a desert divided into two parts. In
one of these parts, there are red lines on which a door is put.
Also, two men are standing by the door, one of them has a
beard and a prayer mark on his forehead, in addition, he is
wearing a formal suit. The other man also has a beard and a
prayer mark on his forehead, and he is wearing a shirt and
pants. This man is holding beads in one hand and pushing a
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door with his two hands. On the other part of the desert, there
are three corona balls which are portrayed as persons walking
towards the other part of the desert.
The connoted message

The two men's physical appearance involving clothes,
having beards and prayer marks on the foreheads in addition
to beads in one of the two men's arm indicates that the two
men are Islamic officials. The door placed on red lines on
one part of the desert is a visual metaphor symbolizing Iraqg's
entry points, and this is supported by the label on the door
(’l‘iraq) 'lraq’. The other part of the desert stands for other
countries. Corona balls in this cartoon are metaphorically
depicted as persons walking towards Iraq's entry points to
refer to the pandemic coming to Iraq via arrivals from corona
- affected countries. The parts of the desert beside the door,
and which are left open represent the entry points which are
not really closed. This indicates that the Islamic officials are
not serious about closing the entry points to prevent the
spread of corona virus. The Iraqgi folk proverb in the bubble
(’lbab illi tijtk minha rih sidha wistrth) ‘if it can cause
trouble, get rid of it altogether' which means closing the
borders safeguards against corona infection transmission in
this cartoon indicates that the declaration of imposing the
precautionary measures is for information purpose. The
man's belly the size of which is exaggerated stands for
fortune the Islamic officials gain unlawfully by virtue of
having power which helps them to take over the entry points
revenues. The cartoon above highlights the idea that the
Islamic officials financial corruption is the reason behind the
lack of credibility concerning managing the entry points to
prevent corona infection transmission.
2- Political cartoons depicting the Iragi government's and the
Iragi people's roles together in the corona pandemic
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This category of cartoons sheds light on some political
and social issues. The government performance in the
pandemic is depicted as negative and criticized, and the Iraqi
people's role is portrayed as positive and praised. The
following are the aspects that reflect the government's and
the people's roles in the pandemic.

a. The government corruption and negligence of the
pandemic, and the Iraqi people's awareness and synergy in
the corona pandemic.

b. The government failure to promote the medical services
for the Iraqgi people due to corruption, and public awareness
of the safety measures in the covid-19 pandemic.

a. The government corruption and negligence of the
pandemic, and the Iragi people's awareness and synergy in
the corona pandemic

Public awareness in the corona pandemic is reflected in
the contributions of some voluntary groups like 'the white
hands' in Thi-gar province to help relieve the effects of the
pandemic on people. A one million mask campaign is one of
these contributions which involves providing one million
mask to the health care institutions, cleaners and needy
people after the government failed to provide enough
protection equipment to all the above- mentioned groups
(Ala'mel, 2020). In the data under analysis, only one cartoon
conveying this idea occurs, making up 9% out of the total
(11). See the following cartoon:
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Figure 6: (Faraj, 2020).
The linguistic message

Three linguistic messages are identified in this cartoon:
the title which reads (’1’ayadi ’albigh) ‘white hands' and two
labels which are (hamlat ’Imilywn kumaah*) 'a million
masks campaign' and (hamlat ’Imilywn dalar) 'a million
dollars campaign' which is a metaphor with an ironic use.
The denoted message

This cartoon denotes a man who has a beard and a
prayer bump on his forehead and he is wearing a formal suit,
black mask hiding half of his face and black gloves, and he
is holding big beads in his right hand. This cartoon also
denotes another man who is having on a shirt, pants, a mask
and medical gloves. Also, his sleeves are rolled up. These
two men turn their backs to each other and are walking in
different directions. Two arrows with verbal captions in
different directions are also involved in this cartoon.
The connoted message

This cartoon concentrates on two ideas: the
government corruption and pursuit of its interests and the
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Iragi people's awareness and synergy. connotatively, the man
having on a shirt and pants stands for one of the voluntary
groups whose name is referred to in the title of the cartoon
(’l’ayadi ’albigh) ‘white hands'. His rolled-up sleeves
represent this group hardworking and their helpful
contribution to society in the circumstances of the covid-19
pandemic, and this is supported by the label in the arrow
(hamlat ’Imilywn kumaah*) 'a million masks campaign'.
Wearing medical gloves and a mask refers to public
awareness of the safety measures in the pandemic. In this
cartoon, juxtaposition occurs when the cartoonist placed
together a man representing the voluntary group with another
man representing an official in addition to two labels in
arrows to compare between their roles in the pandemic. The
man wearing a suit, having a beard and a prayer mark on his
forehead and holding big beads in his right hand signifies the
Islamic officials. This man is portrayed as wearing a half
black mask and black gloves worn by thieves in the robbery
to indicate that the Islamic officials are thieves. Hiding his
face and his fingerprints connotes the attempt to cover up
theft and shabby transactions made secretly. This is
supported by the label in the arrow (hamlat ’Imilywn dalar) ‘a
million dollars campaign' which is an ironic metaphorical
expression criticizing the Islamic officials for their interest in
theft and their negligence of the covid-19 pandemic. The
arrows in different directions with their labels mentioned
above and the way the two men turn their backs to each
other and walk in different directions stand for a divergence
of views and a difference in objectives and principles
between the Islamic officials and the Iraqi people. The
symbolic message in the cartoon above highlights the Iraqi
people's awareness of preventive measures and their synergy
in the corona pandemic in addition to highlighting the
government corruption and negligence of it.
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b. The government failure to promote medical services for
the lragi people due to corruption, and public awareness of
the safety measures in the covid-19 pandemic

When  the covid-2019 pandemic hit Irag, the
government imposed a curfew to prevent it from getting
worse. Some citizens compiled with the curfew and stayed
home to prevent the spread of corona virus (Ahmed, 2020).
The cartoon below conveys two ideas: public awareness of
the usefulness of the curfew, and the government failure to
promote the medical services for the Iraqi people during the
pandemic. In the data under study, only one cartoon focusing
on the first idea occurs, forming 9% out of the total (11) , and
only two cartoons concentrating on the second idea occur,
making up 18% out of the total (11). The following is a good
example :

Figure 7: (Faraj, 2020).

The linguistic message

Two linguistic messages are identified: the label
(lri‘ayah* ’Isihyah*) 'health care' and the verbal caption in
the bubble (khalik bilbat) 'stay home.'
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The denoted message

This cartoon denotes a house consisting of a sofa, a
picture on the wall, an open curtain, a window, shoes beside
the sofa and an open door. There is also a woman wearing an
ankle-length garment with hijab. She is standing by the door,
holding its handle and standing over a small mat. She seems
like she is frightened and looking into someone inside her
house. The cartoon also includes a scene outside the house
which involves a building and many corona virus balls
filling the street.
The connoted message

This cartoon highlights two ideas, one of them is related
to the Iraqi officials' role and the other is related to the Iraqi
people's role in the pandemic. In this cartoon, the house
including the curtain, the window, the picture, the sofa, the
shoes, the mat the woman is standing over and the door
represents the lIragi house. The woman wearing an ankle -
length garment and hijab, standing at the door which is open
a little and holding its handle, looking into someone in her
house and the looks of fear in her eyes indicates that she is an
Iragi woman who feels worried about her family who are
probable to be apt for corona infection in case they go out.
This is supported visually by the exaggeration of color of
corona virus balls filling the street which stand for the spread
of corona virus and verbally by the label (’lri‘ayah*
’Isihyah*) 'healthcare' which is used as an ironic expression
criticizing the government failure to promote the medical
services in Iraq, especially during the pandemic. The visual
and verbal messages above complement each other in
conveying the idea of the danger of the pandemic,
accompanied by the lack of medical services which reflects
the Iraqgi officials' role in the pandemic. The verbal caption
which is advice the woman gives to someone inside her
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house (khalik bilbat) 'stay home' reflects some Iraqi citizens'
awareness of keeping home quarantine to save their lives and
others' lives.
3- Political cartoons depicting the Iragi people's role only in
the corona pandemic

In this category of cartoons, social issues related to the
negative aspect of some lraqi citizens' role in the pandemic
are focused on. It involves the following themes :
a. Ignoring corona precautions
b. Assaulting medical staff

a. Ignoring corona precautions

When the Iraqi Ministry of Health imposed the
preventive measures in the time of the corona pandemic,
many lraqi citizens disregard corona virus safety. Markets,
transports and public places were crowded by people without
wearing masks (Al-Sudani, 2020). In addition, the security
forces did not implement the preventive measures imposed
by the Ministry of Health and this caused harm to health
personnel (Alsuhail, 2020). The cartoon below highlights
this idea and focuses on the lack of awareness among some
Iraqi citizens about corona precautions. In data under study,
only one cartoon conveying this idea occurs, forming 9% out
of the total(11). See the following cartoon:
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Figure 8: (Faraj, 2020).
The linguistic message
There are two linguistic messages in this cartoon: a

question in the bubble (kwrwna) 'corona case?' and an
answer to this question in the bubble (Ia bahdhilwna) ' No,
they are exhausting us' which is conversational implicature.
The denoted message

This cartoon denotes an ambulance in the street and a
man wearing sidara ( Iraqgi traditional hat), a shirt, pants and a
mask. He is standing beside the ambulance and raising his
arm while he is talking to other two men. There are also three
men in this cartoon, two of them are wearing health
personnel clothes and masks. They are running and carrying
a stretcher on which a man with a mask is lying down.
The connoted message

The cartoon above highlights the idea of the lack of
awareness among some lIragi citizens about the preventive
measures in the corona pandemic. The man wearing a shirt,
mask, sidara and pants stands for an lIragi citizen who
wonders about the pandemic situation in Iraq and this is
supported by the question he asks in the bubble (kwrwna)
‘corona case?'. The two men having on masks and health
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personnel clothes represent health staff and the ambulance
refers to their efforts in transporting patients with corona to
hospitals. The man with a mask on the stretcher signifies a
patient with corona. Connotatively, running and carrying the
patient on the stretcher represents that health personnel work
hard to the point of exhaustion to care for patients, and this is
supported by the answer given by one of the two health
officers in the bubble (la bahdhilwna) 'No, they are
exhausting wus.. This answer involves conversational
implicature because it is not an explicit answer to the man's
question; the health officer implies that corona virus
infection numbers are rising due to disregard for corona
precautions by some lraqi citizens who are denoted by that
patient on the stretcher, and this is getting exhausting for
health staff. This answer contributes much to the symbolic
message of the cartoon above.
b. Assaulting medical staff

Since corona cases appeared in lIraq, medical staff
exerted their efforts to treat patients with corona, and this is
not a risk- free job. Health personnel was subjected to a
growing pattern of assaults by the relatives of the patients
who died of corona virus in the hospitals because they
blamed them for the death (Younis, 2020). This behavior
reflects the negative aspect of some Iraqgi citizens' role in the
pandemic. In the data selected, only one cartoon focusing on
this idea occurs, forming 9% out of the total (11). Consider
the following cartoon:
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Figure 9: (Faraj, 2020).
The linguistic message
In this cartoon, two linguistic messages are identified:

the title which reads (’al’‘tida’ ‘ala ’alkwadir ’assihyah?*)
‘assaults on medical staff' and the verbal caption which an
indirect speech act of directives of warning pragmatic
function (diktwr sahih ’al‘mar bid ’lah bas ’sslah bidana) 'oh
doctor, it is true that one's age is predestined by Allah but the
gun is in our hands'.
The denoted message

The visual captions in this cartoon include a patient with
corona virus on a hospital bed and a doctor who is wearing
lap- coat, a stethoscope and a mask, and he is holding the
patient's hand in one hand and a needle in the other. There
are also looks of fear in the doctor's eyes. In addition, there is
a man wearing a headband, men's head cover and an ankle-
length garment. He levels a gun against the doctor.
The connoted message

The cartoon above sheds light on an important social
issue which is the lack of awareness among some Iraqi
citizens about appreciating the care the health professionals
provide for patients with covid-19 and attacking them due to
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blaming them for patients death. The man on the hospital bed
represents a patient with corona virus. The doctor having on
a lap- coat, mask and stethoscope represents medical staff in
the Iragi hospitals, and holding the patient's hand in one hand
and the needle in the other stands for all efforts the health
professionals exert to treat patients having covid-19. The
looks of terror in the doctor's eyes indicates that he is
threatened. The other man in the cartoon who is portrayed as
wearing the Iraqi traditional clothing like the ankle-length
garment and a headband with men's head cover signifies a
rural man. The way he is talking to the doctor and leveling a
gun at him refers to the threats the patients' relatives make
and assaults on medical staff in case the patients die. This is
supported by the title which reads (’al’‘tida’ ‘ala ’alkwadir
"assihyah™) 'assaults on medical staff' and the verbal caption
in the bubble (diktwr sahih ’al‘mar bid ’lah bas ’sslah
bidana) 'oh doctor, it is true that one's age is predestined by
Allah, but the gun is in our hands'. The part of the caption
which is (bas ’sslah bidana) ‘'the gun is in our hands' is an
indirect speech act of directive of warning pragmatic
function in which the man threatens to assault and kill the
doctor in case the patient dies of corona virus.

5. Conclusion

From the analysis of data, the present study arrives at the
following findings:

1- The Iraqi political cartoons related to covid-19 in Almada
newspaper handle the issue of the corona pandemic through
its relationship to the Iragi government's and the Iraqi
people's roles in it.

2- Analyzing data at the three levels of messages reveals the
following:

a. At the linguistic level, the cartoonist used linguistic
messages which limit the interpretations of the political
cartoons in this study. Linguistic titles, captions, a slogan on
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a poster and labels are used. To convey the ideas to the
readers, some linguistic techniques are chosen like verbal
irony, rhetorical question, metaphor and juxtaposition of
labels. Verbal irony is used to criticize the health reality in
Irag and the Islamic officials corruption and their negligence
of corona virus outbreak. Furthermore, a rhetorical question
is employed to function as a rebuke of the government
negligence of promoting health care for the Iraqi people,
especially in the pandemic. Juxtaposition and metaphor with
an ironic use are used to criticize the government
performance and compare it to the Iraqgi people's role in the
covid-19 pandemic. Moreover, linguistic messages of the
political cartoons also involve lexical terms, a proverb,
conversational implicature and indirect speech act of warning
pragmatic function. They all contribute a great deal to the
symbolic messages of the cartoons, clarify the cartoonist's
opinion and help direct the readers' attention to some political
issues and social ills, especially in the circumstances of the
pandemic.

b. At the denotative level, physical representations like
clothes, facial expressions, physical appearance,
exaggeration of built, color and size, juxtaposition, analogy,
irony, symbolism and visual metaphor are employed to create
the symbolic message. All the political cartoons selected for
this study are satirical, criticizing the negative effects of the
Iragi government's and the Iragi people's roles in the corona
pandemic. In some cartoons, the cartoonist used sidara (lraqi
traditional hat) as a symbol representing the Iraqgi cultural
heritage to enhance the Iraqgi identity.

c. At the connotative level, the symbolic messages of the
political cartoons on covid-19 shed light on some important
political and social issues. These cartoons are categorized
into three groups according to representing the Iraqi
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government's role and the Iraqgi people's role separately or
together during the pandemic. They are as follows:
1- The category depicting the Iragi government's role only in
the pandemic

The symbolic messages of this category of cartoons are
critical of the government's role, namely, the Islamic
officials' role in the following:
a. Submission to Iran as a reason behind not closing the land
and air entry points with this country to prevent corona virus
infection transmission.
b. Struggle for power and negligence of the corona
pandemic.
c. Negligence of promoting the health care sector, especially
in the corona pandemic due to corruption.
d. The lack of credibility concerning imposing the
precautionary measures to save the lragi people's lives
because of maintaining power and corruption.
2- The category of political cartoons depicting the Iraqgi
government's role and the Iraqi people's role together, and
which focuses on the negative aspect of the former's role and
the positive aspect of the latter's role involves the following
themes:
a. The government corruption and negligence of the
pandemic, and the Iraqi people's awareness and synergy in
the corona pandemic.
b. The government failure to promote the medical services
for the Iraqgi people due to corruption, and public awareness
of the safety measures in the covid-19 pandemic.
3- The category of political cartoons depicting the Iraqi
people's role only, and which concentrates on the negative
aspect reveals the following:
a. Ignoring corona precautions.
b. Attacking medical staff in the Iragi hospitals.
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3- From analyzing data, it has been shown that the cartoonist
has a sort of bias against the Islamic officials for they are the
only ones, among other officials belonging to different
parties represented in the Iragi government, who are
criticized for their performance in many aspects related to the
pandemic. This is clear from the portrayal of the officials'
physical appearance which refers to the Islamic officials in
all the political cartoons handling their role in the covid-19
pandemic.

References
Aazam , F Baig, T., Azam ,A. & Azam, Z. (2020).
Discourse of Fear

and Economic Crisis: A Multimodal Analysis of
Pakistani

Newspapers' Political Cartoons of Covid-19.
Linguistics and

Literature Review 6(2), 35-45.

Ahmed, R.(2020). The religious Dimension of Irag's Corona
Virus

Response. Retrieved 14, September, 2020 from
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/religious- _dimension-irags-coronavirus-response

Akande, O. (2002). A Semiotic Analysis of Political Cartoons
: A Case

Study of Nigeria [Doctoral dissertation, University of
Oklahoma].

Shareok.

Ala'mel, H. (2020, March 30). fariq ‘al’ayadi ‘albid ywrliq
hamlat

78


https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/religious-%20%20%20%20dimension-iraqs-coronavirus-response
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/religious-%20%20%20%20dimension-iraqs-coronavirus-response

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

‘almilywn kumamah* limuwajahat waba’ "alkwrwna
fr dhigar (
trans. White Hands Group Lunches a Million Masks
Campaign to
Fight the Corona Pandemic in Thi-Qar. Almada.
Retrieved from
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=225575

Alanbori, A. (2020). "anzam ‘alsihi fil‘iraq: ‘alwaqg‘ wa
‘altakadiyat (trans.

Health System in Iraq: Reality and Expectations.
Retrieved June

12, 2020 from https://rewagbaghdad.org/966/

Alghezzy, Kh.(2017). The Image of Iraqi Politics in in
Editorial Cartoons: A

Semiotic Study. Lark Journal for Philosophy,
Linguistics and Social

Sciences, 25,1-10.

Alhashimi, H. (2020, February 21). ‘urf ‘almuisasah*
fil traq yu ‘dr ila fasad

makshuf (trans. The Custom of Apportionment in
Irag leads to Overt

Corruption). The Middle East. Retrieved from
https://aawsat.com/

Al-Hindawi, F. H. & Abdulazeez , R. F. (2015). A
Pragmatic Approach to

Irony in American Political Cartoons. International
New Research

Journal 1(1). Retrieved from
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312586421 A_Pra

79


https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=225575
https://rewaqbaghdad.org/966/
https://aawsat.com/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312586421_A_Pragmatic_Approach_to_Irony_in_American_Political_Cartoons#fullTextFileContent

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

gmatic Approach to lrony in American Political Cartoon
s#full TextFileContent

Al- Momani, K. Badarneh , M. A. & Migdadi, F. (2017). A
Semiotic Analysis

of Political Cartoons in Jordan in Light of the Arab
Spring.

International Journal of Humor Research 30(1),
63-95. DOI:

10.1515/humor-2016-0051
Al-Rubaie, A. (2020). Despite Political Turmoil and
Coronavirus, Irag's

Protest Movement Continues. Retrieved October,
14, 2020 from https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/despite-political-turmoil-and-coronavirus-irags-
protest-movement-continues

Al-Saidi, Ali. H.(2016). Socio-pragmatic  Failure in the
English

Translations of the Euphemistic Culture-bound
Expressions in

the Qur'an by Non-Muslim Translators.
Unpublished Ph.D.

Thesis, KL.UPM Press.

Alsuhail, A.(2020, December 25). takadiyat wa zmat
mutawaslah* wa
mutanaslah* fi ‘am ‘alja’hah* (trans. Continuous
challenges and
Crises in Iraq in the Year of the Pandemic).
Independent Arabia.
Retrieved from https://www.independentarabia.com/

80


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312586421_A_Pragmatic_Approach_to_Irony_in_American_Political_Cartoons#fullTextFileContent
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/312586421_A_Pragmatic_Approach_to_Irony_in_American_Political_Cartoons#fullTextFileContent
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/despite-political-turmoil-and-coronavirus-iraqs-protest-movement-continues
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/despite-political-turmoil-and-coronavirus-iraqs-protest-movement-continues
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/despite-political-turmoil-and-coronavirus-iraqs-protest-movement-continues
https://www.independentarabia.com/

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

Alubaidi, M. (2020). kayf '’z ‘fat ja’hat kwrwna "aldawr
‘alirant fil ‘rraq (trans.

Why Did the Crisis of Corona virus Weaken Iran's
Role in Iraq).

Retrieved October, 29, 2020 from
https://futureuae.com/ar/Home/Index/2/%D8%A7%D9%84
%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9

Bouzida, F. (2014). The Semiology Analysis in Media
Studies- Roland Barthes
Approach. Socioint14 : International Conference on
Social Sciences and Humanities, Istanbul, Turkey :
Proceedings, ( pp. 1001-1007). Retrieved from
http://www.ocerints.org/Socioint14 e-
publication/papers/293.pdf

Cunningham, E, & Salih, M. (2019). With Irag on Edge,
Prime Minister's
Resignation Sets up Political Crisis. The Washington
Post. Retrieved From
https://www.washingtonpost.com/?fbclid=IwAR2Yca
RjFSuSe4wWQtwgaDeMphzodMbITVWgoPgbhnKW
YF-2wnWqC6CWpP-w

Faraj, B. (2020, February 25).[Cartoon]. Almada. Retrieved
from
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=224948

(2020, March 16).[Cartoon]. Almada. Retrieved
from
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=225386

(2020, March  31).[Cartoon]. Almada.

Retrieved from

81


https://futureuae.com/ar/Home/Index/2/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://futureuae.com/ar/Home/Index/2/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%A6%D9%8A%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9
http://www.ocerints.org/Socioint14_e-publication/papers/293.pdf
http://www.ocerints.org/Socioint14_e-publication/papers/293.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/?fbclid=IwAR2YcaRjFSuSe4wWQtwgaDeMphzodMblTVWgoPqbnKWYF-2wnWgC6CWpP-w
https://www.washingtonpost.com/?fbclid=IwAR2YcaRjFSuSe4wWQtwgaDeMphzodMblTVWgoPqbnKWYF-2wnWgC6CWpP-w
https://www.washingtonpost.com/?fbclid=IwAR2YcaRjFSuSe4wWQtwgaDeMphzodMblTVWgoPqbnKWYF-2wnWgC6CWpP-w
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=224948
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=225386

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=225624

(2020, April 18).[Cartoon]. Almada. Retrieved

from
https://www.almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=226104
(2020, June 22). [Cartoon]. Almada. Retrieved
from
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=227794
(2020, June 25). [Cartoon]. Almada. Retrieved
from
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=227893
(2020, June 29).[Cartoon]. Almada . Retrieved
from
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=227994
(2020, July 19).[Cartoon]. Almada. Retrieved
from

https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=228561

(2020, September 6).[Cartoon]. Almada.
Retrieved from
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=229765

Faysal, T. A. (2013). Rhetorical Questions in Glorious Quran
and

Their Realization in  English. Journal of Al-
Frahedis Arts 17,

570- 581.

Hashim, H. (2021). Semiotic Analysis of Press Image.
PalArch's Journal of

82


https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=225624
https://www.almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=226104
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=227794
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=227893
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=227994
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=228561
https://almadapaper.net/view.php?cat=229765

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

Archeology of Egypt/ Egyptology,18(1), 3520-3534.

Imperial, D. (2020). Constructing Myths via the Art of
Controversy: A Semiotic
Analysis on Political Cartoons. International Journal
of Linguistics and
Translation Studies 1(3) , 81-99.

Jose, C. (2019). A Semiotic Analysis of Political Cartoons in
Malayalam

Newspapers during the 2016 Assembly Election.
Retrieved from
http://repository.christuniversity.in/7878/1/Carmel_Maria_Jo
se 1730011.pdf

Rasheed, T. & AL Ghezzy, KH. (2020). Visualizing some
Iragi Politicians

Corruption in Political Cartoons: A Cognitive
Semiotic Study.

International Journal of Science and Research, 9(9),
1154-1157.

DOI:10.21275/SR20809102510

Salem, A. (2020). lraq Faces Coronavirus with Empty
Coffers and a Crumbling
Health System. Retrieved April 6, 2021 from
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/irag-faces-coronavirus-empty-coffers-and-
crumbling-health-system

Sattar, G., Yasin, S. ,Saglain, Z. & Arslan, M .(2020).
Semiological Discourse
Analysis of Editorial Cartoons in National
Newspapers on Covid 19.

83


http://repository.christuniversity.in/7878/1/Carmel_Maria_Jose_1730011.pdf
http://repository.christuniversity.in/7878/1/Carmel_Maria_Jose_1730011.pdf
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq-faces-coronavirus-empty-coffers-and-crumbling-health-system
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq-faces-coronavirus-empty-coffers-and-crumbling-health-system
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/iraq-faces-coronavirus-empty-coffers-and-crumbling-health-system

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

PalArch's Journal of Archeology of Egypt
/Egyptology 17(12), 78- 89.

Sebeok, T. (2001). An Introduction to Semiotics (2nd.
edition). Toronto :
University of Toronto Press.

Werner, W. (2004). On Political Cartoons and Social Studies
Textbooks: Visual
Analogies, Intertextuality, and Cultural Memory.
Canadian Social Studies 38( 2). Retrieved from
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1073912.pdf

World Health Organization. (n.d.). Coronavirus. Retrieved
from
https://www.who.int/health-
topics/coronavirus#tab=tab 1

World Health Organization. (2020, March 30). Irag Reports
Increase in Covid-
19 Cases Since February. Retrieved from
http://www.emro.who.int/irg/iraq- news/irag-reports-
noticeable-increase-in-covid-19-
cases.html?fbclid=IwAR0041Z9ibRuQ63PuOYF5jHYWXL9
ABV-0AMK1 zIMz53 XdIlJ2SJIGw-Xk8

Yaseen, H. (2019). A Semiotic Analysis of Political Arabic
Cartoons-

A Case Study of Iragi Cartoons. Retrieved March
15, 2020 from

https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2lo
YW51bml2Z2XJzaXR5LmVkdS5pcXxzZW1pbmFycyltYW
dhemluZXxneDoxYmUyYjY1YTcyNjdhMDY3

84


https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1073912.pdf
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
https://www.who.int/health-topics/coronavirus#tab=tab_1
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-%20news/iraq-reports-noticeable-increase-in-covid-19-cases.html?fbclid=IwAR004lZ9ibRuQ63PuOYF5jHyWXL9ABV-0AMK1_zIMz53_XdlJ2SJIGw-Xk8
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-%20news/iraq-reports-noticeable-increase-in-covid-19-cases.html?fbclid=IwAR004lZ9ibRuQ63PuOYF5jHyWXL9ABV-0AMK1_zIMz53_XdlJ2SJIGw-Xk8
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-%20news/iraq-reports-noticeable-increase-in-covid-19-cases.html?fbclid=IwAR004lZ9ibRuQ63PuOYF5jHyWXL9ABV-0AMK1_zIMz53_XdlJ2SJIGw-Xk8
http://www.emro.who.int/irq/iraq-%20news/iraq-reports-noticeable-increase-in-covid-19-cases.html?fbclid=IwAR004lZ9ibRuQ63PuOYF5jHyWXL9ABV-0AMK1_zIMz53_XdlJ2SJIGw-Xk8
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2loYW51bml2ZXJzaXR5LmVkdS5pcXxzZW1pbmFycy1tYWdhemluZXxneDoxYmUyYjY1YTcyNjdhMDY3
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2loYW51bml2ZXJzaXR5LmVkdS5pcXxzZW1pbmFycy1tYWdhemluZXxneDoxYmUyYjY1YTcyNjdhMDY3
https://docs.google.com/viewer?a=v&pid=sites&srcid=Y2loYW51bml2ZXJzaXR5LmVkdS5pcXxzZW1pbmFycy1tYWdhemluZXxneDoxYmUyYjY1YTcyNjdhMDY3

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science
Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq Email: utjedh@utq.edu.iq

Young, J. (2001). Art and Knowledge. London: Rutledge

Younis, GH.( 2020, August 16). ‘al ‘tida't ‘la ‘alkawadir
altibiyah* fil ‘iraq

yulgz bizilalint ‘la ‘tnhyar "almu‘asasah* ’alsihyah*
(trans. Assaults on

Medical Staff in Iraq Foreshadow the Collapse of
Health Institution).

Independent Arabia. Retrieved from
https://www.independentarabia.com/

85


https://www.independentarabia.com/

University of Thi-Qar Journal of Humanties Science

Website: jedh.utq.edu.iq

Email: utjedh@utg.edu.iq

V

Appendix
No. Political cartoons on Referen Role and Theme
corona virus ce

1- (Faraj, | (The Iragi government's
2020). role in the corona
pandemic).
The Iragi government
struggle for power and
negligence of the
corona pandemic.
2- | (Faraj, | (The lragi government's
P it 2020). role in the corona

pandemic).

The lack of credibility
concerning saving the
Iragis' lives through
imposing precautionary
measures, and
maintaining power is
the main purpose.
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