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Inferring the lack of evidence in the letters of meanings

Rafid Mutashar Saeedan
Abdul Hamza Khalaf Abd Jaber

Department of Arabic language, College of Education for Humanities University of
Thi-Qar, Nasiriyah, Iraq

Abstract:

The inference of lack of evidence: It is one of the grammatical evidence by which an opinion
is judged by accepting or rejecting it, and it means: that the inferred categorically denies it;
Because there was no evidence of the validity of that ruling, it is sufficient, even if no evidence
of denial is mentioned. Al-Anbari considered it to be one of the non-predominant pieces of
evidence and dedicated the thirtieth chapter of his book (Lama’ al-Du’alid) to it, and Al-
Suyuti quoted his words in Al-Mugaddah. An example of this would be to infer the denial
that there are four categories of the word, or the denial that the word’s parsing has five types.
It is said: If there were four types of words or five types of inflection, there would be evidence
for that. If there was evidence of that, it would have been known with much research and
intense examination. When this was not known, it indicated that there was no evidence.
Therefore, the categories of the word should not be four, nor the types of parsing five.
Grammarians have used this type of reasoning to respond to their opponents, or to respond
to a doctrine that is not based on evidence for its claim, to judge its weakness, or the invalidity
of its claim.
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