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Abstract

The religious reform movement constituted a new turning point in the history of Europe in
general and the history of France in particular after armed conflict was used between the
two conflicting parties. At a time when the Catholics defended their Catholic faith, ideas and
principles, the Huguenots also defended the reformist principles in the Christian religion,
which led to the launch of The spark of religious wars between them, where the methods used
in them reached the utmost cruelty, violence, and ugliness, causing serious damage to
French cities. In the midst of these events, King Henry 1V emerged, who made great efforts
to calm the situation between the Huguenots and Catholics inside France, which was torn by
the civil wars that he inherited in the year 1589, and which continued for four years. Years
after assuming the throne, in order to consolidate his position, he converted to Catholicism
after abandoning the Protestant doctrine in 1593. The religious war then ended, especially
after it was followed in 1598 by the issuance of the Edict of Nantes, according to which
religious freedom was granted to the Huguenots. However, in 1610, when King Henry IV
was assassinated, the Huguenots were exposed to danger. Immediately after his son, King
Louis King of France under the guardianship of his mother, Anne of Austria, and her prime
minister, Cardinal Mazarin, for the period (1643-1661). The French policy against the
Huguenots during that period was to strip them of their independent political positions, but
despite this, they continued to live in relative safety, protected by the Edict of Nantes.
However, in 1661, when Louis was crowned the fourteenth king on the throne of France
sought to impose religious uniformity throughout the kingdom. He launched campaigns of
religious persecution against the Huguenots. He behaved in more extreme ways than his
predecessors for fear of political division, so he canceled the eternal and irrevocable Edict of
Nantes in 1685 under the Edict of Fontainebleau.
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