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Abstract

This research aims to study the "mental image" of women in Iraqi satellite television channels by
analyzing how recurring patterns and trends in the portrayal of women influence Iraqi journalists'
perceptions of women's roles in society. The study examines the differences between various channels
in presenting the image of women and how these differences affect journalists' mental perceptions.
Grounded in the cultivation theory, the research poses a primary question regarding the mental image
of women in these channels from the perspective of Iraqi journalists. Using a survey method and a
questionnaire tool with a sample of 125 journalists, the research found that recurring patterns in the
positive portrayal of women on Iraqi satellite television channels play a significant role in shaping
journalists' perceptions of women's roles in society. It also found notable differences between
channels in presenting the image of women, which in turn affects journalists' perceptions. The study
shows that the local representation of women on Iraqi channels is better compared to international
channels, reflecting the potential influence of local cultural and social factors. Nevertheless, the media
generally provides a balanced image of women, indicating a diversity of media perspectives.
Furthermore, the research emphasizes that continuous exposure to images of women on these
channels contributes to shaping journalists' beliefs about gender equality and the positive role of
women in society. It highlights the role of Iraqi satellite television channels in changing values and
beliefs about women's roles, demonstrating the media's ability to influence perspectives and general
culture.
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