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The Semantic Fields in Lamiyyat al-‘Arab by al-Shanfara (d. around
70 B.C.) — A Statistical and Analytical Study

Fareed Hemed Suliman
The General Directorate of Education in Dhi Qar

Abstract

My desire settled on the shores of a skillful poet, so I could draw from his vast ocean, whose
tributaries are many. I chose his renowned poem, which has gained widespread fame and is no less
celebrated than the Mu‘allagat in terms of reputation. Its resonance has echoed, finding its way into
the hearts of listeners, captivating the admiration of early linguists due to the richness of its
vocabulary, the coherence of its meanings, the abundance of its linguistic material, and the diversity
of its imagery inspired by the reality the poet endured, which was reflected in his behavior. This is
what we observe in his renowned ode, laden with descriptions of raids, pride, dignity, and endurance.
Within it, he reviews the tools of war and the hardships he faced, as well as the harsh life he braved
in the vast, boundless deserts and barren wilderness, where he found no shelter but the earth to lie on
and the sky as his cover, making animals his companions after he abandoned his relatives and kin,
declaring his rebellion against the tribal system and openly expressing his enmity toward it. Amid
these circumstances, he managed to integrate into the ranks of the Sa‘alik (outcast poets) and follow
in their footsteps. In this study, we will attempt to examine Lamiyyat al-‘Arab by al-Shanfara
according to the semantic level of linguistic methodology, focusing on the most significant common
semantic fields, analyzing them to form a sub-semantic field that includes certain words from the
same verse. This analysis will help us understand the semantic fields that al-Shanfara selected,
attended to, and reflected upon, and to determine the scope of these fields within the verses of the
Lamiyyah — that is, the number of words within each field in a given verse. Additionally, we will
explore the types of semantic relations that led to the inclusion of these verses as they appear in his
collected works, compiled and critically edited by Dr. Emile Badie Ya‘qoub.
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