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Abstract

Basra is one of the prominent historical cities in Iraq, and it played an important role in
the history of the Islamic state during the reign of Imam Ali bin Abi Talib, peace be upon
him. The book Nahj al-Balagha, which collects the sermons and sayings of Imam Ali, peace be
upon him, provides a valuable window into understanding the period of his rule and his
management of affairs in Basra. We will review the events that took place in Basra during his
reign, the vital role it played during that period, the impact of his policies on it, and how his
reformist visions were reflected in the reality of the city. We relied on his sermons and sayings
in Nahj al-Balagha, which allowed us to deeply analyze this important historical period of the
Islamic state. The research concluded that Basra suffered from accumulated poor conditions
before the caliphate of the Imam, peace be upon him, so he sought to reform the situation in it
from all aspects, and was keen to complete justice among the subjects, so he appointed
governors known for their piety and righteousness, followed up on its governors and did not
leave them vulnerable to their whims, and sought to coordinate their management of Basra
with the central authority of the state.
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