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The influence of informal institutions on American foreign decision-
making
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Abstract:

At the end of the twentieth century, many countries witnessed major political and economic
developments that led to the transition towards democracy, which led to the emergence of many
institutions and actors that became extremely important alongside the state. Due to the effective
role it plays locally and internationally in policy-making and influencing decision-makers, after the
state was the only and detrimental actor and influencer in policy-making, this type of actor is
called “informal institutions.” Its impact varies according to the nature of the ruling political
system, and the United States of America is a clear and pioneering model in this policy. Due to the
application of democracy there, as the making of American foreign policy is linked to the way and
method of arranging each party within the hierarchy of the American state, and the sharing of
roles and functions among the various actors active in the field of making American foreign policy,
The nature of the American political system makes the scope of participation in making American
foreign policy more extensive, and the need for it increased with the multiplicity of global issues
during the end of the twentieth century, as American foreign policy became more complex than
before, which led to the necessity of involving many informal institutions that It has become of
great importance on the international stage. Due to the direct or indirect influence it exerts on the
American foreign political decision-making process. It means a group of institutions,
organizations, and pressure groups of a financial, ethnic, intellectual, or media nature, which
would influence the political decision-making process in the American administration, whether
directly or indirectly through influencing the official structures concerned in formulating foreign
policy.
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