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Television documentaries and their role in documenting
contemporary history Studying its effectiveness in preserving
collective memory

Ibtisam Khalaf Yasser Odeh
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Abstract
This research aims to explore the role of historical documentaries in documenting historical

events and enhancing collective memory, as well as to examine the audience's interaction with
these programs and their impact on understanding historical events. The study relied on the
agenda-setting theory and cultural hegemony theory. The main research question was: What is
the impact of historical documentaries on documenting historical events and enhancing
collective memory among the audience? To answer this question, the research used a
descriptive survey methodology, relying on questionnaires distributed to a diverse sample of
individuals, totaling 100 viewers and followers of historical documentaries on the Iraqi Satellite
Channel. The results revealed that television documentaries are not merely a means of
presenting information but serve as a vital bridge between viewers and historical events. Their
credibility depends on providing objective narratives based on reliable sources, enhancing
historical awareness and connecting the past with the present. These programs not only convey
information but also contribute to building collective memory and strengthening cultural
identity across generations through visually and thoughtfully documenting historical events
that revive associated experiences and emotions. The diversity of viewer experiences reflected
in these documentaries underscores their central role in shaping and preserving collective
identity and memory. Their success relies on the quality of production and content, which
increases trust in them as a means of documenting history for future generations. The positive
interaction between the audience and documentaries deepens cultural identity connections and
encourages discussion and analysis, expanding historical understanding and underscoring the
importance of this media form in preserving heritage.
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