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Explicit Words Indicating Intimidation and Encouragement in the
Book 'Nahj al-Balagha'

Wafaa Abbas Fayyad
Huda Matar Hashim

Abstract

This study examines the direct expressions of encouragement (<< ) and intimidation (< %) in
Nabhj al-Balagha. The research reveals a significant abundance of terms indicating encouragement,
particularly within Imam Ali's diverse sermons. The verb "« )" (to encourage/desire) is frequently
employed alongside prepositions to reinforce the meaning of encouragement, aligning with the
sermon’s subject matter and the contextual usage of the verb. Additionally, "<_" acquires varied
connotations depending on its context, sometimes appearing in the past tense and other times in the
present, each imparting a distinct moral depth. The study highlights that direct encouragement terms
are used to motivate adherence to the pillars of faith, including monotheism, jihad, prayer, almsgiving,
fasting, pilgrimage, enjoining good, following the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and
learning the Quran, thereby urging their obligatory practice and steadfastness. Furthermore, Imam
Ali utilizes other verbs such as " %" (to illuminate), "<=3" (to bequeath), and derivatives of "<lua"
(to hold) to convey encouragement in ways suited to various contexts. The analysis indicates that
" )" and its derivatives are the most impactful and profound in expressing encouragement,
especially in contexts requiring unequivocal commitment. Regarding intimidation, the study finds
that the root "< " and its derivatives are employed to instill fear of divine punishment universally,
without specific temporal or spatial constraints. Additionally, Imam Ali uses roots like "_x" (to
beware), "dU" (beware), and "<a" (avoid) to reinforce the abandonment of worldly desires in favor
of the afterlife’s promised bliss and happiness.

Keywords Nahj al-Balagha, encouragement, intimidation, Imam Ali, rhetorical analysis, religious
exhortation
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