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Abstract
This study deals with the discursive representation of the Popular Mobilization Forces in Iraq by the

American press. This was studied by using a sample of American newspapers for the period from
2018 to 2022, the period following the end of the war on the terrorist organization ISIS, with the
aim of revealing how the discourse of the American press, represented by the Washington Post and
the Star Tribune, used discursive themes and strategies in representing the image of this military
institution. This study examines how American newspapers deal with the Popular Mobilization
Forces in terms of its discourse and the topics it tried to present through different strategies. The
qualitative approach was used to analyze the data contained in the selected articles using two
methods of analysis: the first is based on thematic analysis, and the second is based on ideological
analysis of discursive strategies according to Van Dijk's ideological square. The results of the
analysis revealed that the articles contained repeated allegations aimed at spreading a bad image of
the Popular Mobilization Forces and building a narrative directed against their presence and
political and military behavior in Iraq. The results also showed that the dominant political discourse
affects the media discourse, which provides a clear picture of the various media approaches to
portraying the Other from a political and ideological point of view.

Keywords: discursive strategies, discourse, media representation, Popular Mobilization
Forces, Iraq.
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