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The sadomasochistic characters in Ali Badr’s novel The
Infidel, a semiotic-sociological reading

Prof. Wathig Hassan Anonymous Al-Hasnawi

Department of Archeology, college of arts, Muthana universitu, Muthana, Iraq

Abstract

The novel “The Infidel” by Ali Badr can be included among the cinematic “action”
novels, whose characters are characterized by spatial or psychological
transformation, characters (irony and action), and that is through what we observed
of the transformation of most of its characters and their fluctuation between sado
and masochistic, from novels with different ideas. Themes, narratives, events,
characters, narrative levels and visions; Because it psychologically stimulates the
feelings and concerns of the recipients or readers, as it makes them more emotional
and interactive as they identify with it, just as they identify with the narration of a
cinematic film that is surprising and enjoyable, as it searches for novelty, excitement,
suspense, irony, metonymy, metaphor, surprise, diversity, historicity, twinning, and
so on, as We find it deals with human life within a changing world, with contradictory
positions, events, places, and times, and from this contradictory or contradictory
narrative distribution of the novel’s characters, which are characterized by sado-
masochistic behaviors, we tried, in this critical study, to unveil them by tracing their
traces and diagnosing their behaviors and the reasons for their reincarnation and
transformation, relying on This is based on Philip Hamon's linguistic narrative
theory, semantic narrative, as well as the analyzes of psychologists and sociologists.
We divided the research into two parts, the first part: we dealt with a brief overview
of the novel The Infidel and its author, Ali Badr, then the definition, types and
functions of the fictional characters, and the terminological concept of
“sadomasochism,” as well as a sociological semiotic reading of the cover of the novel,
as the title in it formed a semiotic sadomasochistic theme as well. The second section
was labeled with the sadomasochistic characters in the novel The Infidel, a semiotic,
sociological, and psychological reading, taking into account what the nature of
academic research requires in terms of quantity, quality, novelty, and scientificity,
followed by the conclusion, then the footnotes newspaper, and the sources and

references. And from God, success.
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