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Abstract
The concept of literary and critical Arab identity has been a central concern for Arab writers and

critics, who have devoted considerable study and analysis to it. This preoccupation stems from its
role as a reflection of cognitive experiences deeply rooted in the creative poetic self. This reflective
and interactive nature has imbued it with comprehensiveness and vastness, alongside its inherent
specificity when employed independently to assert existence, invariably linked to individual or
multiple selves seeking to establish their identity. This phenomenon prompted an exploration into the
poetry of Ageel Ali, a poet belonging to the generation of the seventies, a cohort that left a distinctive
imprint on its poetic discourse. He emerges as an innovator: his individual identity eclipses the
generational identity he is associated with, while conversely, when he aligns with his peers, their
collective identity becomes pronounced. This duality has rendered him a unique figure, particularly
given the diversity of his circumstances and environment, which has amplified the significance of
identity. This research has successfully achieved its intellectual and cultural aims by prioritizing the
exploration of the divergent over the convergent. It has highlighted the unconventional, that which
deviates from the prevailing norms of his generation. Aqeel Ali is among the poets distinguished by
a unique personal culture, characterized by a foundational "Sa'laka" (vagabondage) ethos that seeks
out the unfamiliar and non-dominant, thus forging a new culture uniquely embodied and embraced
by the self. This culture synthesizes both Arab and Western thought, as the characteristic of
ambiguity, a Western trait, is skillfully employed in his poetry. It also aligns with features of modermn
poetics, utilized perhaps unintentionally, yet manifested in his work, affirming the genuine poetic
nature and distinct identity of his texts. His individualistic expression stands out clearly in comparison
to his contemporaries. On the level of collective identity, the poet consciously draws upon Arab
heritage, albeit in an evocative manner, seemingly attempting a return to tradition. This aligns with
the characteristics of the generation he associated with, serving to establish the group's identity.
Furthermore, his work engages with the sociological dimension, encompassing both individual and
collective aspects, ultimately rendering Aqeel Ali's identity distinct and shaped by the variations in
his rebellious poetic inclinations and propositions.
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