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Abstract

Literary works cannot be classified as novels without fictional characters, as they are the only
element that allows us to distinguish narrative works from other genres of literature. Without
them, a story would become an article, as stories and articles can structurally share language,
time, and space, and are only distinguished by characters who carry the description, conflict,
and progression of events through their motivations, hopes, ambitions, and disappointments.
This highlights the novelist's ability to create convincing and impactful characters for the
reader. These characters differ from psychological personalities, which refer to the traits that
distinguish each person's behavior. In contrast, fictional characters are imaginary or real
individuals around whom the story revolves. They also differ from historical figures presented
by historians with complete neutrality, while fictional characters represent the author's
experience presented to the reader. The character is a fundamental element in a novel because
it is linked to other elements like setting and time. The setting's value is only apparent with
the presence of characters, and time is revealed through the changes that occur to them.
Events unfold as characters move in a specific time and place. Characters come in various
forms, such as main, secondary, flat, round, static, and dynamic. Novelists present them using
dramatic and interpretive methods through narrative tools, description, and dialogue. Arab
novelists in Moorish novels used these two methods to present their characters through
objective and subjective narrative techniques, including objective-subjective narrative,
narrators, point of view, and forms of horizontal, curved, spiral, and regressive narration.
They also used direct and indirect description, as well as types of direct, indirect, and free
.indirect dialogue

.Keywords: The novel, the character, the Moriscos
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