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The impact of geography on pre-Islamic man
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Abstract:

The geographical environment plays a prominent role in shaping the personality of the Arab
individual in general, and the pre-Islamic man in particular. It has the ability to influence his behavior,
nature, constitution, lifestyle, and his way of interacting with his surroundings. It is said that a person
is a product of his environment; his temperament, characteristics, and traits are molded by it, and the
influence of geography on him is evident. This influence can be classified into two types: positive
and negative. The positive aspects include generosity, courage, chivalry, protecting neighbors,
horsemanship, and jealousy. Negative influences include narcissism, opportunism, impulsiveness,
recklessness, aggression, tribalism, and alcohol consumption. All of these are traits that were born
and developed under the influence of the environment, which endowed the individual with roughness
on one hand, and emotional tenderness and softness when facing a lover on the other. This is clearly
reflected in his poetry and literary output, where we often find the pre-Islamic man lamenting the
ruins, the separation from loved ones, and other themes that were prominent in his poetry. This is the

focus of the research to be addressed in this study.
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