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Abstract
This research aims to study the impact of video advertisements on the TikTok application on

the local economy, focusing on how these advertisements affect local consumer behavior and
their role in supporting small and medium-sized businesses. The research relies on the Media
Effects Theory, which explains how visual media, particularly social media platforms like
TikTok, can influence audience behaviors and shape their economic decisions. A survey
methodology was employed to collect data through an online questionnaire distributed to a
sample of 100 individuals from the Dhi Qar Governorate in Iraq. The questionnaire included a
set of questions about the impact of video advertisements on TikTok in changing consumer
behavior, the role of TikTok as an advertising platform in supporting small and medium-sized
businesses, and the economic challenges and risks associated with these advertisements. The
results of the survey revealed that advertisements on TikTok significantly influence local
consumers' behavior, with participants indicating that these ads encourage them to try new
products and impact their purchasing decisions. The study also showed that TikTok is an
effective platform for supporting small and medium-sized businesses by helping them reach a
wider audience and offering competitive opportunities against larger companies. However,
some challenges were noted, such as the high cost of advertisements, which may hinder small
businesses' ability to compete. Additionally, some risks were highlighted, including annoying
ads that may reduce consumer engagement.

Keywords: Video advertisements ,TikTok, Media Effects Theory, local economy
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