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Abstract

In addition to being the youngest president in the history of the bank, Robert Strange McNamara
was the first president of the World Bank who did not have a banking background, and his
experience was not in economics but in systems management. He applied this in the service of a
number of different organizational goals, such as profit as CEO of Ford Motor Company, the
Vietnam War as one of its chief architects, and finally poverty reduction as president of the World
Bank. He saw that poverty made communism more attractive to poor people, and he appears to have
been careful to avoid appearing arrogant and presented himself as needing to learn about the bank.
During his presidency of the World Bank (1968-1981), Robert McNamara adopted a strategic
vision of linking It focused on the relationship between international stability and the fight against
global poverty. Starting from 1978-1979 , This is the period during which McNamara focused on
several priorities, the most important of which were combating poverty and increasing funding for
human development His orientations evolved to reflect a conviction of the need to redirect the
bank's priorities, calling for shifting the focus from major infrastructure projects to development
policies geared towards the poor. This policy reflected a radical shift in the role of the World Bank
from a financier of major projects to a development institution dedicated to achieving
comprehensive and equitable economic growth

Keywords: World Bank, Development initiatives, structural modification, Structural adjustment
loans.
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