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Abstract

The researcher in this study examines the poetry collection “Two Banks for One River” (Difatan li-
‘Umar Wahid) by the poet Mushtaqg Hamid Finjan, focusing on the manifestations of place and its
aesthetic and artistic dimensions within the poetic text. The poet seeks to employ place in a realistic
and artistic manner that reflects his intellectual and psychological visions. This motivated the
researcher to analyze place as a fundamental structure in shaping meaning throughout the
collection.The study is divided into four sections: open and closed spaces, place and character,
place and time—allowing for a comprehensive exploration of spatial manifestations. In the
collection, place is not merely a descriptive external element, but a living entity that interacts with
the poet and his characters, intensifying the depth of the poetic experience. Place is utilized to
symbolize alienation, nostalgia, belonging, and history, granting the texts multiple layers of
meaning. It also contributes to constructing the poet’s psychological landscape and reflects his inner
conflicts. Through this artistic employment, the poet paints a vivid and meaningful poetic
tableau. With a methodical division, the researcher presents a serious critical reading that highlights
the distinctiveness of place as both an artistic and interpretive tool in Mushtaq Finjan’s poetry. It is
notable that the poet does not merely describe place, but activates it as part of the existential
experience he undergoes. Thus, place becomes a witness to the transformations of the self and its
interactions with the world. The symbolic dimension of place is also evident in the evocation of
historical and national spaces associated with identity and memory. Through the diversity of
spaces—open and closed, past and present—the poet reveals his vision of reality and humanity.
Therefore, the study of place in this collection is not only an aesthetic analysis but also an
exploration of the structure of poetic consciousness in the works of Mushtaq Finjan.

Keywords: Place, Time, Open Space, Closed Space.
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