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Abstract

This research examines the economic conditions of the Arabs during the Umayyad era, based
on the account presented in The Islamic Civilization by the prominent historian and thinker
Jurji Zaydan. The study focuses on analyzing key economic aspects that characterized the
Umayyad state, including agriculture, trade, industry, and the financial and administrative
systems.The research highlights how the Arabs benefited from the vast territorial expansion
achieved during the Umayyad rule, which granted them access to new resources and broader
markets. This expansion also facilitated the transfer of economic expertise from the
conquered nations to the Arabs, leading to the emergence of commercial and industrial
classes, diversified sources of income, and the development of tax and land revenue
systems.The study also examines the economic policies adopted by the Umayyad caliphate to
manage wealth and regulate economic relations between the central government and the
provinces. It analyzes the role of these policies in promoting internal stability and
civilizational growth. Furthermore, the research points to the impact of this economic
renaissance on strengthening Arab dominance within the Islamic state compared to the non-
Arab populations, contributing to noticeable social and economic stratifications.The study
concludes that the Umayyad era was a pivotal phase in the evolution of the Islamic state's
economic structure, where political, economic, and cultural factors intertwined to create a
fertile environment for the emergence of the early features of "Islamic civilization" as
portrayed by Jurji Zaydan. The research underscores the significance of this period in laying
the economic foundations that later Islamic eras would build upon.
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