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Abstract
There is no disagreement over the historical fact that religion has been linked to politics throughout

history in various countries around the world, especially Arab countries. Lebanon's distinguished
geographical location was an incentive for European countries to compete to control and manage
it according to their strategic visions. Given that Lebanon is a country with a multi-sectarian society
and diverse religions, it was natural for these sects to claim religious authorities to guide them,
conduct their work, and take positions on their behalf to confront any imminent danger or serious
threat. The same applies to their confrontation with the ambitions of European countries, which do
not directly interfere in the internal affairs of Arab countries, but rather under pretexts they had
prepared in advance. The Lebanese civil war of 1975 provided a favorable opportunity for these
countries, which sought to exploit the religious causes of the war in an attempt to win the favor of
this or that sect, and as a result, supported the conflict. Along with other sects that did not favor
international intervention in the aforementioned war, and based on these principles, each religious
sect developed its own authority, which played an active role in the events of the civil war. Among
these authorities was the Sunni religious authority, represented by Dar al-Fatwa, which was
established in 1909 following the issuance of an Ottoman decree establishing a religious authority
to oversee all religious matters pertaining to the Sunni sect. Sheikh Mustafa Naja was elected as the
first Sunni Mufti in Lebanon. Several individuals subsequently assumed the position of Dar al-Fatwa,
leading up to Sheikh Hassan Khaled, who took over the Dar al-Fatwa in 1966 and played a direct role
in mitigating the severity of the aforementioned

war.

Keywords Lebanon, religious authority, civil war, Dar al-
Fatwa.
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