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From the Grammatical Terminology:The Ijtihadi Term According to

Abu al-Baqa' al-Ukbari (d. 656 AH)
Dr. Shaimaa Shaker Ghali

General Directorate of Education of Basra Governorate/Al-Khaseeb District AL-iraq

Abstract

Diligence is a quality that every scholar must be characterized by, and its presence with
Abu al-Baqa is a clear and evident phenomenon. He critiques, analyzes, chooses, and prefers.
He introduced grammatical terminology through the phenomenon of ijtihad, deriving terms
from various linguistic branches due to the culture of the world, or as a result of the use of
concepts that specialized and took on new meanings after being subjected to a certain
mechanism in his grammatical work and terminology. For example, he used the term face (al-
wajh), originally used for the human body parts, then adapted it into grammar to refer to the
grammatical aspect, a well-known term among grammarians. He says: “Any word that can be
phrased in two ways grammatically has two faces,” which is a terminological usage indicating
the extent of his diligence (he coined a specific grammatical meaning.(Abu al-Baqa’s diligence
also appears in his innovative vision of selecting and creating new terms, some of which
replaced old terminology (movement — movement of i‘rab, origin — original letters, branch
— derived letters, etc.). This newness shows his ability to provide students with terms that
simplify learning and facilitate writing. We can observe that Abu al-Baqa’s diligence, in its
various aspects, enriched grammatical terminology, whether from the angle of derivation,
substitution, or preference. He preferred some terms for their abundance and clarity, while
others were less common. The reason may be that any kind of term was sufficient to convey
the meaning he wanted. Abu al-Baqa also critiqued narration, sometimes accepting it, and at
other times attributing mistakes to the narrators.

,JKeywords: term, ijtihad, Abu al-Baqa', grammar, quality, weakness
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