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Abstract

The study examines US policy toward Spain from 1955 to 1961. US policy toward Spain
evolved from political isolation after the Civil War and World War II to military cooperation
at the beginning of the Cold War as part of its strategy to contain communist expansion. The
US obtained Spain's approval to build military bases in exchange for its assistance to the
Franco regime in 1953. Military bases proved to be a cornerstone of US policy toward Spain,
as Spain became an essential part of the US defense strategy against the military threat of the
Soviet Union. By leveraging the importance of military bases, the US later supported Spain's
bid to join the United Nations in 1955, and then intervened to modernize Spain's domestic
economic policy after it suffered an economic crisis in 1956 and 1957. This was achieved
through direct intervention in support of Spain's economic stabilization plan in 1959, which
brought about a change in Spain's previously prevailing economic policy. The government
relied on a group of technocrats who called for a shift from a policy of self-sufficiency or a
closed economy to open trade with the outside world and the promotion of development.
Moreover, the United States worked to strengthen its relationship with Spain by standing
.against any attempt to overthrow Franco's rule in 1961
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