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Abstract

This study aims to trace the historical development of women's roles within the Royal Protocol
Department in Iraq during the period extending from the establishment of the modern Iraqi state
until the fall of the monarchy in 1958. It highlights the political and social factors that contributed to
the emergence and expansion of this role. The findings reveal that the Royal Protocol Department,
as a ceremonial institution reflecting the state's prestige and sovereignty, served as an early platform
for women's involvement in official work. During the initial phase of state formation, the
foundations of this participation took shape within cautious social boundaries, gradually expanding
as court activities increased and diplomatic events became more frequent, particularly in the later
reigns. Political circumstances—such as wars, alliances, and international agreements—also played
a significant role in reinforcing women’s presence and assigning them tasks related to translation,
supervision, and organization. These responsibilities enabled them to acquire advanced
administrative and linguistic skills. The study concludes that women's engagement in the Royal
Protocol Department was not merely a social activity, but rather a formal administrative practice
that preceded many other forms of female participation in the region. It laid a historical foundation
that facilitated their subsequent integration into state institutions.
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