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Abstract

During World War I, French women played a pivotal role in supporting the home front after the
men left to fight. They took on jobs in factories, agriculture, and hospitals, contributing directly to
war production and medical care. Some worked as nurses and humanitarian workers, with many
volunteers serving in field hospitals to care for the wounded. In addition, they were active in
charitable work, organizing donation drives and campaigns to support soldiers and their families.
Others became involved in espionage networks and resistance efforts. Women also bore the
responsibility of managing households and raising children in the absence of their husbands. This
involvement helped break the traditional image of women as confined to the home and marked a
turning point in their social and economic status in France. Although their participation did not
immediately lead to political rights, it demonstrated their competence in public life. This experience
raised awareness of the need for gender equality. World War I was a major milestone in the
development of the French feminist movement, paving the way for broader demands for women's
rights in the decades that followed.
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