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Abstract

This study explores the security of the Arabian Gulf in the context of Iran's nuclear program
between 1988 and 2003, a period marked by significant strategic shifts in the region. Following the
end of the Iran-Iraq War in 1988, Iran pursued the development of its nuclear capabilities under the
pretext of peaceful use, raising concerns among Gulf states about a potential regional power
imbalance. These concerns grew amid the lack of transparency and effective international oversight.
Global developments, such as the collapse of the Soviet Union and the Second Gulf War, further
complicated the regional security landscape. In response, Gulf states sought to enhance their
security through international alliances, particularly with the United States, to counter perceived
threats. The research concludes that Iran's nuclear program during this period was a constant source
of tension in regional relations, prompting Gulf states to adopt preventive security policies to
maintain stability.
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