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Abstract
This study explores the cultural representation of Iraqi identity in the poetry of Saadi Youssef, one

of the greatest contemporary Arab poets. It proceeds to a close reading of some of his poetry to
explore how Youssef reconstitutes and recasts Iraqi identity throughout historical, political, and
social transformations. The article analyzes the convergence of exile, memory, homeland, and
resistance through Youssef's work, the way his own poetic voice is a tool for both national
consciousness and individual understanding. Drawing on postcolonial theory and cultural identity
theory, the criticism demonstrates how Youssef uses classical Arabic forms mixed with modernist
techniques to produce a richly textured portrait of Iraq — one that is sundered between nostalgia
and criticism, rootedness and displacement. Lastly, the study emphasizes the poet's role in
preserving cultural memory and encouraging a humanistic, inclusive concept of Iraqi identity in the
face of fragmentation and loss. This study sheds light on the most prominent cultural and
intellectual issues in Arabic poetry through the study of Saadi Youssef’s poetry, which clarifies the
relationship between literature and identity and the role of culture in confronting the problems of
society. Not only that, but the representation of identity in Youssef remains open to other identities
and remains in contact with the experiences of other peoples and nations. We find the poet’s ability
to embody the daily life of Iraq in all its details, whether from places, personalities, or cultural
rituals, and the ability to employ popular symbols that represent the basic structure of the Iraqi
cultural identity. He is one of the few voices that were able to convey the pain of the Iraqi people
through his poetic and linguistic style that transcends the political and social problems associated
with Iraq as a state that has the right to a free and dignified life

Keywords: Cultural representation, Iraqi identity, Iraqi poetry, modern literature, Saadi
Youssef
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