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Abstract

This study aims to identify the age and sex composition of the population of Al-Rifa‘i District, as
well as to examine the marital structure of the population. The researcher concluded that the
population pyramid of the rural areas of Al-Rifa‘i District is characterized by a wide base that
gradually narrows upward, ending in a very narrow apex. This base represents the age group
(under 5 years), which constituted (15.1%) of males and (14.2%) of females, representing the
highest proportion among all other age groups of the population. This was followed by the (5-9
years) age group, in which males accounted for (14.4%) and females for (14.9%). On the other
hand, a clear decline is observed in the older age groups (65-80 years and above), where both
males and females recorded a proportion of (1.0%) for each sex across all age groups.
Consequently, the population pyramid reaches a very narrow peak, resulting from the small
number of inhabitants aged (65 years and above). The total dependency ratio in Al-Rifa‘i District
was recorded at (20.4%). The child dependency ratio reached (1.5%), while the elderly
dependency ratio amounted to (51.7%). Regarding marital status, the (single) category ranked
first, recording the highest proportion at (51.4%), whereas the (divorced) category ranked last,
with a proportion of (0.4%).

Keywords: Population structure, sex composition, age composition, marital structure
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