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Abstract
Poetry is one of the most prominent forms of human expression, reflecting the poet's conscience and

translating his or her vision of the world through an evocative language that encapsulates experience
and intensifies meaning. Through the development of modern Arabic and Kurdish poetry, names have
emerged that have succeeded in blending authenticity and modernity, heritage and contemporaneity.
Among them is the contemporary Kurdish poet Hazbar Mahmoud, who is considered one of the most
distinguished poetic voices in the space of contemporary Kurdish and Arabic poetry. Hazbar
Mahmoud's poetic experience is distinguished by its symbolic richness and its multiple cultural and
cognitive references. Among the most prominent of these references is the religious reference, which
constitutes an important axis in the construction of his poems, both in terms of intertextuality with
sacred texts and in terms of the use of religious symbols, with their mystical, spiritual, and
contemplative connotations. For Hazbar Mahmoud, religious discourse does not appear as a
preaching or declarative discourse, but rather as an artistic and interpretive tool that contributes to
deepening meaning, expanding the horizon of interpretation, and posing major existential questions.
Hence the importance of this research, which seeks to analyze the presence of religious references in
Hazbar Mahmud's poetry by tracing their textual features, revealing the levels of their employment,
and the extent of their interaction with the poetic structure. It also explores the connotations the poet
presents through these references. The research also attempts to link Hazbar Mahmud's poetic vision
with his perception of religion as a spiritual and existential state, rather than as a rigid or slogan-based
system. This research relies on an analytical and interpretive approach that views the text as a
linguistic and aesthetic structure that produces its connotations through the interaction between
religious reference and poetic imagination, while also drawing on selected examples from his poetry
collections. This research hopes to shed light on an important aspect of Hazbar Mahmud's experience
and contribute to a deeper understanding of the nature of the interplay between religion and poetry in
the context of poetic modernity.

Keywords: Religious references, Hazbar Mahmoud, poet, poetry.
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