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Abstract
This section aims to reveal the Islamic sources that shaped the trajectory of Iraqi novel criticism.

The Holy Qur’an was the primary reference, providing aesthetic and intellectual values and guiding
critics toward rhetorical and conceptual dimensions that enriched novel interpretation. The
Prophet’s traditions further reinforced this foundation with ethical and artistic standards that deeply
influenced critical discourse. Writings of Muslim scholars also provided a broad intellectual
reservoir that consolidated the Islamic approach in dealing with texts. These sources were not
merely historical references but effective tools in shaping a distinct Iraqi critical vision. Through
them, a balance was achieved between authenticity derived from sacred texts and the intellectual
efforts of critics. The result was the emergence of a critical method rooted in the spirit of Islam and
its higher values. The study concluded that Islamic criticism in Iraq was neither marginal nor
incidental, but rather a formative force in critical consciousness. It enriched the novelistic
experience with profound ethical and intellectual depth. Thus, religion was firmly established in
criticism as both a guiding and foundational element. Ultimately, these Islamic sources endowed
Iragi novel criticism with analytical tools and meaningful insights, proving that its authenticity
largely owes to them.
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