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Abstract

The study examines the impact of female hadith scholars (muhaddithat) on the preservation and
transmission of the Prophet’s traditions during the later Abbasid period, spanning the years 247 AH
to 656 AH. This era witnessed a remarkable intellectual flourishing that enabled women to play an
active role in the field of hadith studies. The research highlights a number of distinguished female
scholars who contributed through listening, certification (ijazah), and narration, and who were
regarded with trust and credibility by leading scholars of their time. Many jurists and hadith
transmitters relied on women'’s narrations, reflecting their scholarly status and the precision of their
transmission. These muhaddithat exercised their roles by attending public hadith sessions and
scholarly circles in major urban centers, with their chains of transmission duly recorded in hadith
sources. The study affirms that women’s participation was not an exceptional or isolated
phenomenon, but rather a well-established scholarly tradition within the Abbasid intellectual
milieu—one that played a lasting role in safeguarding the Sunnah and passing it on to later
generations. Furthermore, their contributions extended beyond narration to include verification,
review, and correction of chains of transmission (isnads) and texts (matns). The study concludes that
the muhaddithat played a significant role in preserving the Prophetic heritage and ensuring its
continuity with a high degree of reliability and trustworthiness.
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