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Abstract

This research presents an analytical study of the economic conditions in the Muntafiq District
during the period 1939-1958, based on administrative inspection reports as a primary source for
documenting facts and analyzing data. The study addresses the main economic sectors:
agriculture, industry, trade, finance, and rationing, examining their development and impact on
shaping the district's economic reality. The findings indicate that agriculture formed the
backbone of the local economy but faced challenges such as flooding, weak irrigation projects,
and limited government support. In contrast, the study reveals the limited nature of the industrial
sector, which was restricted to artisanal industries like brickmaking, copperwork, and textiles—
mostly monopolized—contributing to economic disparity .The study also discusses the impact of
World War II on commercial activity and the effects of economic agreements, particularly the
Iraqi-British agreements. Reports from financial inspectors highlighted imbalances in financial
management, including delays in revenue collection, weak tax enforcement, and rising
uncontrolled expenditures. Regarding rationing, the research documented severe crises during
the war years, resulting from failures in the rationing system, poor distribution, and market
speculation, which exacerbated the suffering of poorer classes. Overall, this research contributes
to understanding the economic structure of the Muntafiq District through meticulous
documentary analysis and highlights the interplay of environmental, administrative, and political
factors in shaping the economic reality. It recommends conducting comparative studies at the
level of other Iraqi districts to broaden the historical understanding of the national economy
during that era
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