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Abstract

This study aims primarily to evaluate the current reality of the road network in Wasit
Governorate in terms of its characteristics, lengths, distribution method, and the extent of its
impact on the sustainability and development of tourist sites, whether religious, archaeological,
or natural environment. The study relied on the descriptive analytical approach, in addition to the
use of geographic information systems (GIS) to analyze the spatial distribution patterns of the
road network and tourist sites, as well as employing the( SWOT) analysis model to reveal the
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and external challenges facing the transportation and
tourism sectors in the governorate. The results showed that improving the road network and
increasing its movement efficiency rates constitute a decisive factor in enhancing the ease of
spatial access to tourist sites and increasing the rate of attracting and attracting tourists to the
governorate. On the other hand, it is noted that the weakness and limited maintenance of the road
network and the deterioration of some of its sections, especially secondary and rural ones,
constitute an obstacle to achieving and completing the requirements of tourism development.
The study concluded with a set of recommendations, most notably the rehabilitation and
maintenance of the current road network and the development of integrated strategic plans
between the relevant authorities and institutions to achieve balanced economic and social
development, in addition to enhancing community awareness of the need to preserve roads.
Transportation and tourist sites as a fundamental pillar towards achieving local development and
enhancing the opportunities and status of the governorate as an important tourist destination at

the local and international levels
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