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Abstract :

During this period, the US position on the Chinese nuclear program was characterized by
apprehension and extreme anxiety. This position was influenced by the international context of
the Cold War. The United States viewed China's possession of nuclear weapons as a direct threat
to the strategic balance in Asia, and the Chinese regime's ideological unstable nature , making its
possession of nuclear weapons a matter of concern. Therefore , during this period , the United
States began to focus intelligence efforts on monitoring Chinese nuclear sites. The US
administration also discussed several options to prevent China from possessing nuclear weapons
, including the use of the military option of striking Chinese nuclear sites. The US administration
also took the diplomatic path, in cooperation with the Soviet Union , to limit the spread of
nuclear weapons, including the possibility of coordinating efforts against the Chinese nuclear
program.
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