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Abstract

Linguistic semantics is one of the fundamental pillars upon which commentators rely when
interpreting Quranic texts and understanding their vocabulary and multiple meanings. Meaning
constitutes a major axis in this type of semantics and constitutes the foundation upon which it is
built. This study examines how Salafi jihadist movements employ lexical semantics in interpreting
Quranic verses, explaining the focus of some of these movements' symbols on the lexical aspect of
language. ...and their neglect of other linguistic aspects that contribute to enriching understanding
and interpretation. The research indicates that some Salafis, despite their recourse to linguistic
dictionaries to clarify the meanings of words, choose from these meanings those that align with
their intellectual vision, ignoring other meanings that may be closer to the linguistic context of the
word. The research was divided into two main sections: The first section dealt with the issue of
truth and metaphor, reviewing the opinions of scholars on this matter, and explaining how the
Salafis - headed by Ibn Taymiyyah - deny linguistic metaphor and interpret the Qur’anic text at face
value. Based on the fundamentalist principle of "the general meaning of the wording is what
matters, not the specificity of the cause." The second section addresses the concepts of "concept"
and "verb," highlighting how Salafi discourse selectively employs the connotations of Quranic
terms to serve its doctrinal structure and intellectual premises. A particular meaning is favored as
the "correct" verifiable meaning, while other connotations are ignored. The word bears this meaning
in light of the context or multiple Quranic usages. The research relied on the analytical inductive
approach, relying on the mechanisms of linguistic and semantic analysis, while employing
contemporary linguistic tools, such as contextual and pragmatic semantics. To reveal the deep
structure of discourse and its interpretive foundations, the research also demonstrated how sectarian
backgrounds control the process of choosing meaning and determining credibility, transforming the
text into an arena for reproducing ideology under the guise of language and religion.

.Keywords: Salafism, jihad, fighting, sovereignty, disavowal
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