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Abstract
This research discusses the positions of the Maghreb countries (Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya,

and Mauritania) regarding the international sanctions imposed on Iraq after its invasion of Kuwait on
August 2, 1990, which was part of the repercussions of the Second Gulf War. The Maghreb countries
showed varied stances towards the crisis, due to differences in their political orientations, regional
interests, and relationships with both Iraq, the Gulf States, and the West. Algeria adopted a balanced
position, striving for a peaceful resolution of the crisis and rejecting military intervention, yet it did
not explicitly oppose the UN sanctions, instead attempting to play a mediating role between Iraq and
other Arab countries. Morocco declared its support for the international decisions and participated
with symbolic forces within the Arab coalition to support Kuwait, reflecting its support for the
sanctions and international legitimacy, influenced by its close relations with the Gulf States. Tunisia
took a cautious stance, calling for dialogue and mediation, showing understanding of the UN
decisions but not participating in military operations, aiming to maintain balanced relations with all
parties. Libya strongly opposed the sanctions on Iraq and rejected foreign intervention, believing that
the crisis should be resolved within the Arab framework, reflecting its nationalist orientation and its
opposition to American influence. Mauritania generally supported the UN decisions but did not play
a significant role in the crisis due to its geographical location and limited political influence. The
research concludes that the Maghreb positions were influenced by several factors, most notably
economic interests, ideological orientations, and bilateral relations with Iraq and the Gulf States. It
also reveals an Arab division that contributed to weakening the unified Arab stance towards major
crises.
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