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Abstract

This research, entitled (The Verb-Like Letters in Al-Jawhari’s Al-Sihah - A Grammatical and
Semantic Study), is one of the delicate topics in which the studies of the lexicon, grammar, and
semantics intersect. It sought to reveal the nature of Al-Jawhari’s treatment of these letters in his
lexicon, by combining lexical foundations with grammatical and semantic analysis, in a way that
highlights the depth of Al-Jawhari’s view and the breadth of his linguistic vision. Al-Jawhari paid
significant attention to the verb-like letters, explaining them and pointing out their functions in
Arabic structures, linking their meanings and uses on the one hand, and their effect on the
grammatical structure on the other, in a way that demonstrates his clear awareness of their close
connection to verbs in both function and meaning. The study focused on analyzing the six verb-like
letters, namely: (inn, anna, ka'anna, lakin, walayt, and la'alla), by tracing their positions in the Sahih
and analyzing their meanings, connotations, and grammatical functions. It was found that Al-
Jawhari presented them in a way that highlights their similarity to verbs in terms of their entry into
the nominal sentence and their creating a clear grammatical effect represented by the accusative of
the noun and the nominative of the predicate. In addition to the diverse semantic functions they
perform, such as emphasis, counterpoint, simile, hope, and wishful thinking, the study conducted a
scientific comparison between al-Jawhari's treatment of these letters and the opinions presented by
grammarians from Sibawayh to Ibn Hisham al-Ansari, with the aim of revealing al-Jawhari's
consistency with the general grammatical trend and identifying his unique lexical observations with
specific grammatical and semantic dimensions. This comparison demonstrated that Al-Jawhari was
not only a translator, but also possessed a precise linguistic analytical vision, highlighting his ability
to connect lexical meaning with grammatical structure in light of authentic Arabic usage.

Keywords: Letters of meaning according to ancient grammarians, Al-Jawhari and his Sahih, letters
similar to verbs.
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