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Abstract
This study examines the motives behind the fluctuations that emerged in the stances of Abu Sufyan

al-Makh during the noble prophetic era. On the one hand, Abu Sufyan was the head of polytheism
and hypocrisy among the leaders of Quraysh, but he remained steadfast in his adherence to the new
religion and was the mastermind behind most of the military operations that completely eradicated
the Islamic state in Yathrib from its foundations. On the other hand, Abu Sufyan turned to a method
of conciliation and submission in his dealings with the Muslims after the incident that led to the
collapse of the Hudaybiyyah Agreement (6 AH) between the two parties, which gave the Muslims
the opportunity to conquer Mecca with absolute ease (7 AH). During the conquest, Abu Sufyan, the
leader of the Quraysh, appeared as a defeated leader who was eager to gain the favor of the other side.
This major shift in Abu Sufyan's policy toward the Muslims was met with a torrent of harsh criticism
from some of the Quraysh leaders. To understand the underlying reasons behind this apparent
discrepancy in Abu Sufyan's attitudes toward the Muslims, it is necessary to uncover the true nature
of Abu Sufyan's personality and investigate his objectives in both stages - confrontation and surrender
- as both were the same to him, and what was most important to him was preserving his personal
interests first and foremost.

Keywords: Islamic religion, Abu Sufyan, polytheists of Quraysh, Evasive style, Personal benefit.
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