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The founding principles of the Arabic proverb: a theoretical study.
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Abstract

This study examines the significance of Arabic proverbs as perceived by early critics, highlighting
their critical insights that emphasized the necessity of attending to the diction and structures of these
proverbs. Such attention stems from the fact that proverbs encapsulate the lived experiences of
nations, their human endeavors, and the epistemic dimensions that transcend their linguistic domain
to delineate the contours of societies, their identities, and their psychological impact. The research
also addresses the conditions that elevate a statement to the status of a proverb. Since early Arabs
possessed a profound awareness of the position, type, category, and narrative of each proverb, they
employed them symbolically and allusively to convey implicit meanings within their literary and
critical writings. This distinctive feature endowed classical texts with enduring vitality despite the
passage of time. Accordingly, the study investigates the historical trajectory of works that compiled
ancient Arabic proverbs, tracing the earliest stages of their documentation and classification. It
critically engages with these sources in the context of their treatment of proverbs, presenting the
principal ideas and perspectives that shaped the foundational principles of the Arabic proverb, their
methodological hierarchies in authorship, and their literary and artistic value. The research adopts
an analytical-critical methodology that does not confine itself to a single perspective but rather
draws upon multiple approaches from scientific research traditions.

Keywords: founding assets. mudawanat al'amthal alearabia. Literary criticism.
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