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Abstract

Arab borders emerged under the political, social, and economic conditions that characterized the
Arab world since the early twentieth century, within the broader transformations that marked the
global stage during this critical historical period. The nature of these borders had a clear impact on
shaping political, intellectual, and legal positions among Arab states and peoples. However, the
most serious consequence of the way these borders were drawn was the frequent outbreak of
disputes among Arab countries regarding their status. Such disputes often escalated into armed
conflicts, the most notable of which was the Moroccan—Algerian conflict of 1963. This was
particularly influenced by the absence of a fixed-border concept in Morocco during the colonial
period, which later affected interstate relations following independence. The political divisions in
Morocco were the direct result of colonial powers’ partitioning of spheres of influence in Africa,
where neither natural geography nor the characteristics of adjacent communities were taken into
account. Consequently, this led to persistent sources of tension and conflict, rendering Morocco
states more vulnerable to border disputes due to territorial overlaps in their regions.
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