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Abstract

Libya’s position toward international peace initiatives aimed at ending the Iran—Iraq War (1980—
1988) was not consistent. The study reveals a noticeable shift from Libya’s strong support for Iran
during the early years of the conflict to adopting a more conciliatory, peace-oriented stance in its later
stages. Initially, Libya opposed international peace efforts, viewing them as attempts to undermine
the Iranian Islamic Revolution, especially since it regarded the Iraqi regime as a “reactionary”
government supported by the United States and other Western powers. However, Libya’s stance
underwent a significant change during the final years of the war due to several factors. Chief among
them was the Libyan government’s realization that the continuation of the war could lead to the
collapse of the Iranian government, while simultaneously strengthening U.S. influence in the Arabian
Gulf region—particularly after the United States became directly involved in the conflict. This
prompted Muammar Gaddafi to propose peace initiatives and personal mediation efforts, as well as
to exert pressure on Iran to accept a ceasefire and vote in favor of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 598 in 1987, which constituted the final international framework for ending the war.
Additionally, Libya sought to leverage the crisis to enhance its status as a revolutionary Arab state
and an indispensable mediator, thereby gaining diplomatic advantages on both the regional and
international levels.
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