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Abstract

The setting is of great importance among the elements of narrative construction, for there is no story
without a setting; it is the space in which the characters move, the theater of events, and one of the
most important gates to the idea of the literary work and its apparent and implicit meanings. Without
it, as Bachelard says, the literary work loses its specificity and, consequently, its originality. The
setting in a story may be the background for the events, it may be a living part of it, helping the
characters to crystallize the narrative content, or it may be the fundamental element around which all
the elements of the narrative structure revolve, moving them towards the direction the narrator wants.
The setting may be familiar, or it may be hostile and desolate, as in the collection (Nuz al-Amkinah).
This study seeks to identify the mechanisms of forming the hostile place in the selected blog, the
relationship between the character and the place and its hostility, the implications of the formation,
and its relationship to the content. I have reached several conclusions. The first is that the narrator in
(Nazz al-Amkina) relied on precise direct description to shape the desolate setting as a stage for events
and a driver of them, as well as on indirect description which highlights the inherent desolation within
the characters' souls. The indirect description appeared in two forms: the first is a description of the
character’s feeling towards the place, and the second is the merging of description with the event.
The second conclusion is that the connotation of both the familiar and the desolate places is neither
fixed nor absolute, as its image is tied to the character's psychological state and their stance regarding
their surroundings The third conclusion is that the narrative context imposed itself upon the
connotations of the desolate place, associating it with inverse meanings such as triumph and victory;
the desolation transformed into familiarity, repulsion into attractiveness, and fear into security."

Keywords: Place — Short story — Nuz al - amkinah — Polarization — Place formation
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