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Abstract
The study “The Poetics of Titles in the Novels of Zaid Al-Shahid” seeks to uncover the aesthetic

dimensions of title poetics and to reveal the connections between these titles and the thematic
content of the narrative texts. The use of the title in the novel represents a modern technique for
conveying the intellectual message the novelist intends to communicate to the reader. In
contemporary literary practice, textual thresholds constitute an essential element that neither the
creator nor the reader can ignore, as they serve as the initial gateways through which the reader
enters literary texts. The title is one of these textual thresholds—or parallel texts to the main
narrative text—and critics regard it as the “name” of the book, as it performs an identifying function
that grants the book its unique identity and distinguishes it from others. Through the title, the reader
can determine the type and content of the book. Titles may be classified as main, pseudo, or
subordinate. This study aims to reveal the links and relationships between the threshold of titles and
the novels under investigation by analyzing the structure of these titles, their significations, and the
meanings and implications they convey. It also explores the manifestations of titles within the
narrative texts. Some of the novels carry titles directly related to their themes, while the study
concludes that others contain indirect messages, functioning as codes awaiting decipherment by the
reader.

Keywords: The Poetics of the Titl . The Textual Threshold. Zaid Al-Shaheed
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