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Abstract

Alienation is one of the most prominent sociological phenomena reflected in the works of writers
and poets, especially those who suffer from oppression by authority and society. This is clearly
manifested in their literary productions. This research examines the manifestations of such
alienation through an analysis of the hero’s character in the Abbasid maqamat, as a reflection of
the profound transformations experienced by Abbasid society in its intellectual and social
spheres. That period witnessed deep political and moral turmoil, which significantly affected the
human psyche, particularly among writers and intellectuals who lived during that era. This gave
rise to feelings of psychological and social alienation. Moreover, unstable political and economic
conditions contributed to the spread of poverty among the lower classes, leading to the
emergence of begging and mendicancy as means of survival and escape from the harshness of
reality. Amid this turbulent reality, magama writers succeeded in portraying the hero as a person
alienated from his authentic self. He finds himself torn between a glorious past and a fluctuating
material present. He lives in a state of psychological alienation that prevents him from
reconciling his genuine values with the compromises imposed by life. Although he is aware of
his former status, he is compelled to adopt new masks that ensure his survival in an ever-
changing world where stability and authenticity have no place. Thus, through his intelligence and
cunning, he attempts to adapt to a merciless reality. In this way, the hero’s character in the
magamat becomes a profound human symbol of psychological fragmentation and the search for
identity in a constantly changing world

Keywords: Hero, Magama, Abbasid Era, Psychological Alienation, Self
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