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Abstract

This research examines the political and military realities in both France and the Arab Levant
during the period 1795-1797, a crucial preparatory phase preceding the French campaign in Egypt
and the Levant. The study aims to analyze the internal transformations that France underwent
following the French Revolution, particularly the rise of the Directory. This was accompanied by
political instability, contrasted with a remarkable development in the military organization and
combat doctrine of the French army, which became a primary instrument for implementing France's
expansionist ambitions beyond Europe. In contrast, the research examines the reality of the Arab
Levant under Ottoman rule, focusing on the manifestations of the central authority's weakness and
the decline in administrative and military efficiency. The study examines the growing influence of
local powers, particularly the Mamluks in Egypt, and the conflicts between governors and regional
leaders in the Levant. It addresses the stagnation of Ottoman military institutions compared to
European military advancements, which disrupted the balance of power between the two sides.
Furthermore, the study focuses on the strategic dimension of the Arab East in French policy, the
research demonstrates that the stark disparity in political and military structures was a decisive
factor in creating the conditions for the subsequent success of the French campaign. The research
concludes that the campaign was not a sudden event. Rather, it was a natural result of the overlap of
internal transformations in France with the state of structural weakness in the Arab East prior to
1798 AD.

Keywords: Political conditions, Egypt, the Levant, Napoleon Bonaparte, the reality of the Arab
East.
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