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Abstract

This study explores the representations of terrorism in its diverse forms within the contemporary
Iraqi novel, seeking to clarify its images and modes of manifestation through a critical engagement
with literary texts. It focuses on uncovering the religious and historical reference systems that shape
the conduct of terrorism and terrorists, drawing on Clifford Geertz’s symbolic—interpretive
approach to culture, which posits that human beings exist within webs of meaning constituted by
symbols that structure consciousness and guide behavior. The study proceeds from the assumption
that the terrorist acts articulated in the novelistic imagination are neither accidental nor the result of
a mere impulse toward violent adventure; rather, they stem from an ideological worldview
grounded in claims of absolute certainty and exclusive possession of truth. Such a worldview rejects
pluralism and difference and resists peaceful coexistence founded on civic awareness. Accordingly,
the research examines the role of religion, history, and cultural reference frameworks in the
production of terrorism, which poses a serious threat to the future of civility within the social
worlds depicted in the novels. Furthermore, the study seeks to identify effective strategies through
which the roots of terrorism may be addressed and dismantled within Iraqi society, a society
burdened by a pervasive culture of violence. This culture of violence constitutes a fertile ground for
the emergence of terrorist groups and obscurantist ideologies, particularly as several of the novels
under consideration explicitly or symbolically expose the reference systems that sustain such
violence

Keywords: Cultural Anthropology, Terrorism, Religious Terrorism, Images and Representations of
Terrorism.
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