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Abstract

This research examines the semiotics of the title in Diaa Al-Jubaili's story "The Widows' Garden,"
considering the title as a primary textual threshold possessing a semantic and interpretive function
that paves the way for reading the narrative. The research begins with the premise that the title does
not merely inform, but constitutes a semiotic sign that encapsulates a network of social and human
connotations linked to the post-war reality .The title consists of two semantically contrasting words:
"garden," with its connotations of life, fertility, and growth, and "widows," as a symbol of loss, death,
and absence. This semantic dissonance creates a moral tension that is reflected in the text's structure
and reveals from the outset the paradox upon which the narrative is based, where the garden
transforms from a space of life into a space of collective grief.
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