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Abstract

Following the July 2006 war, Lebanon witnessed a severe political crisis marked by the paralysis of
constitutional institutions and deep internal divisions, alongside significant external involvement.
This study examines the role of the United States in managing the crisis of governance and
government in Lebanon during the period 2006-2008, arguing that U.S. engagement represented a
continuation of an established policy aimed at influencing Lebanese political dynamics in the
aftermath of the war. The research shows that the United States supported the existing government
and sought to reinforce its position against opposition forces through diplomatic and economic
pressure, as well as through reliance on international resolutions. However, the complexity of
Lebanon’s internal political landscape and the overlap of regional interests limited Washington’s
ability to impose a comprehensive political settlement, contributing to prolonged political deadlock
and heightened security tensions. The study concludes that, in light of these constraints, the United
States shifted toward a broader regional and international approach to crisis management. This
process culminated in the Doha Agreement of 2008, which restored the functioning of constitutional
institutions but did not address the underlying structural causes of the Lebanese political crisis.
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