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Abstract

This study examines Khan al-Kharnini in terms of its historical and archaeological significance, as
one of the caravanserais constructed during the Abbasid period under the caliph al-Mustansir Billah,
an era characterized by political stability and economic and urban prosperity. The research highlights
the concept of the khan, its historical development, and its vital role in supporting commercial activity
and securing caravan routes, particularly the main land route connecting Baghdad and Mosul and
extending toward Greater Syria,The study also addresses the geographical location of Khan al-
Kharnini north of the city of Tikrit and the reasons behind selecting its site near the western bank of
the Tigris River, which provided economic, security, and logistical advantages for travelers and
caravans. Furthermore, the architectural features of the khan are discussed based on accounts of
travelers and archaeological studies, with particular attention to its defensive elements and the
attached mosque. The study concludes that Khan al-Kharnini represents an important cultural and
architectural testimony to Abbasid policies aimed at organizing transportation networks, stimulating
trade, and securing travel routes, despite the severe deterioration of its remains today.
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