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Digital Media Literacy and Its Impact on Developing Information
Awareness among University Students: A Survey Study of a Sample
of Students from the College of Media, University of Thi-Qar

Nusrat Juhaid Al-Hafidh
University of Thi-Qar«College of Media

Abstract

This study aims to examine the impact of digital media literacy on the development of
information awareness among university students, to reveal the challenges they face in learning
digital media literacy¢ and the skills acquired from learning information awareness and the
ability to understand it. To achieve the study's objectives¢ the researcher adopted the descriptive
survey method. Data were collected fieldwork using a questionnaire tool that was specifically
designed for this purpose. It was distributed to a purposive sample of (75) male and female
students from the Department of Radio and Television Journalism - College of Media -
University of Thi-Qar. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistical methods represented in
frequency distribution and percentages. The study reached a number of results¢ the most
prominent of which are: that media education represents a means of defense and empowerment
for students in facing the information risks they face in their daily lives¢ and that the difficulty of
dealing with technology is one of the most prominent challenges they face in learning media
education. The study also found that search engines are the most used to obtain information. The
results confirmed that media education contributed to increasing information awareness among
students through critical thinking and flexibility in understanding information. In light of these
results¢ the study recommended the necessity of including digital media education curricula in
the intermediate stage« as it is the most appropriate stage for studying these curricula¢ given its
role in enabling students to understand and analyze media messages correctly¢ and enhancing
their abilities to face contemporary digital challenges.
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