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Abstract
Significance is one of the most important topics in pragmatics. Significance has several types, each

with its own importance in pragmatic discourse. Temporal significance is one of the pragmatic
topics that has importance in analyzing literary discourse and exploring its depths, and in showing
the most important references to which words or context, or both together, refer, due to the
linguistic and semantic expressions they carry, revealing to us what is beyond the text. According to
the opinion of pragmatists, significance often refers to what is outside the text, so we cannot reach
its meaning except through the context in which it appears. This research presented the temporal
significances that appear in Arabic speeches in the book Jamharat Khutab al-Arab and explained
their effect on discourse analysis. Temporal significances are manifested in (ambiguous and specific
time adverbs), so they are in themselves ambiguous and need a reference point to show their
reference and meaning in the discourse. These ambiguities, according to the division of (Jean
Servouni), have been divided into simultaneous ambiguities, prior ambiguities, and subsequent
ambiguities. The research has been rich with insights into these ambiguities through the analyzed
models. The research aims to uncover the mechanisms by which temporal adverbs are employed in
Arabic speeches, and to demonstrate their impact on shaping meaning and connecting it to external
reality, particularly in political, social, and religious contexts. The studied adverbs were divided into
ambiguous adverbs, such as: *hina* (when), *waqt* (time), *yawma'idhin* (on that day),
*za'idhan* (then), which are words whose temporal meaning is determined only by context, and
specific adverbs, such as: *al-yawm* (today), *al-laylah* (night), *ghadan* (tomorrow), *ams*
(yesterday), which carry a more specific temporal meaning, but remain referential, depending on the
time of utterance.

Keywords: referentiality, temporality, ambiguities, specific adverbs
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