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Abstract

The present study aimed to identify the level of conceptual systems (concrete—abstract) among
secondary school students classified according to gender (male—female) . To achieve the objectives
of the study, the researchers constructed a Conceptual Systems Scale (concrete—abstract) based on
the theory of Harvey, Hunt, and Schroder (1961). The scale consisted of 12 items formulated in a
declarative style beginning with the phrase “I believe that...”, followed by a life situation with four
response alternatives representing the four patterns of conceptual thinking: single dependence,
negative independence, conditional dependence and reciprocity, and informational dependence. The
scale was administered to a sample of (400) secondary school students in the city center of Al-
Nasiriyah, comprising (161) males (40.2%) and (239) females (59.8%), selected through proportional
stratified random sampling. To verify the validity of the scale, both face validity and construct validity
were employed, using the extreme groups method and internal consistency by calculating the
correlation coefficient between each item and the total score of the scale. Reliability was established
using the test-retest method and analysis of variance, applying Cronbach’s Alpha formula. For data
analysis, the researchers used the Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). The results
revealed that the majority of secondary school students fell within the level of conditional dependence
and reciprocity, totaling (297) students, representing (74.25%). Furthermore, no statistically
significant differences were found between males and females. In light of these findings, the
researchers presented a set of recommendations and suggestions.
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